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6 4ng’ down mtx> ^ 

■V •• 

' and^loving artiBtni^_ 

^ do®- ever had- a more marven.,^,^ 
; «S^' . avice^'^f><^g what may be called town** 
'-o^if^ckens. He can give the interior ot' 
room, the general air o£ a street, as no 
given these things before him. 

The two most prominent qualities o£ Dickens' 
art.are his hninour an'd his pathos. And in no . 
author!^. the close kinship between humour and 
pathos so obvious as in Dickens. He passes from*' 
laughter to tears, he combines the ludicrous with , 
liie pathetic with an unparalleled facility ( e. g. the*' 
Cruncher family.) * 

Dickens is not without his faults. His range of ^ 
character, though extensive, is limited. He did* 
not draw, with any .success, persons beyond' fhe 
lower and lo wer m idAe classes. Dickens had also 
many' irritating mann^isms, a labk of anything 
like real acquaintance with gteat and high regions 
of thought, and an unfortunate proneness to talk 
about \^at he did not understand. 

i'^ALE GP TWO CITIES. 

Ill, 'THE STORY. 


' A French doctor, Manette bf Beauvais, was ' 
taken by the Marquis of Evremoude and his brother 
to their- palace to attends peasant girl andabo^ji. 
almost on the point of death. The boy^'told ihx 
doctor how the brother of the Marquis had fordhh 
^brought the girl to the palace for satisfying hu 



Tricked love' flisd how lie had been woun^ 
attempt to save his sist». The Mnrq^ 
that the doctor would divoilgc the sec^ 
sent to (heBaslillo wlicrc he vrns kept in (»tuN 
for IS years. Two years after the iInprisonme.^.,_^^ 
the doctor, his wife, who was an Eghsh lady, di^ 
and his daughter Lnoie was brought to London by 
Jarvis Lorzy, agent of Xcllson’a hank which had the 
charge of Dr. iilanette’s property. She lived on her 
father’s propt^rty believing hiai to be dead. In 1 7*75 
Dr. Mnnette^ was set free, aud was brought to 
England by Jarvis Lorry joined by Lucie at Dover 
where she learnt for the first time that her father 
had been alive. The daughter nursed him very 
carefully and he gradually recovered from the 
^rcadful effects of long imprisonment, 

Lucic was a charming girl and became the 
object of love with Charles Darnay, the nephew aud 
heir of ^larquis of Evermonde and ^dney Carton, 
an English barrister, who resembled Charles Damay 
in appearance. The Marqnis bad been mnrdered by 
6a<«pard in revenge for the death of his child who 
bad been run over by his carriage at Paris and 
Charles Darnay had inherited his estates. Charles 
was a man of a difTerent .character and being dis> 
gusted with the ways of the Erehch nobles had 
^ven up all hie titles and’wns living in London as a 
teacher of French. Charles succeeded in marrying 
Lucie, and Sydney , though he could not win her 
hand, reso^', „ , ; her service. 



. . y was {suspended fro^* office, peasail&‘ 

'\mst ttieir tax-collectors, niauyi palaces ot'Robjfe' 

■ ere burnt at^d everywhere tbe^ was disorderv^^ 
,,jnarchy. TWe tax-collectot*,o£ Evremonde 
’ Gab^tew was sent to prison. He sent an urgent 
14'tter to Ciiarles Darnay imp^qripg, him to come to 
I^aris and save him, £or he bad. suffered because he 
had been the £aith£al servant o£ his family. Damoy 
knew how dangerous was to go to prance but as 
it was hiB duty to h'^lp,^ faithful servant, he depar- 
ted immediately witliout informing any out 
('AugV, iy§2.) ’ When Di^nay reached Paris, he'wtu 
at' once arresi;^ ahjd sent to prison without triah 
When |:he news, of l3arhay*8 arrest came, to Dr. 
Manette,.‘he departed immedktely. for France with 
!jCacie and was sbpn followed by Sydney Carton read} 
to do anything' for Lucie and those dear to her 
Dri'Mattettex^ks popular 'with* th6 Paris mob for he 
hiid'ohce'‘been''a' prisonei^ at the Bastille. His influ- 



Di*. Mauette'had 'left in the chimney- hole of! the 
Bastille' and in which he had denounced the whoh 
family of Eyretnodde to which Damay nnlncWli 
belhhgedL Ic'was.jthe time for Sydney Carton t( 
” provc’'hi8 vbw. He managed to etoter the cdl when 
Darnay had-beeh kept' on the pretext ot visiting hin 
and^Ub'thehlflp 'of adru^made him unconsSous 
Then Oartoh‘'dm8sed him inhW own dress, while* h< 
pnfotf the dtWs’of D^y and’-with the a^stenci 
of Ba^d, i spy. oh the prisoners of tKtf Republic 
' had «the unconscious' visitor (really Darhay*)- carrier 
away. j«6bn after Darn&y was* takefr avtey itfj 



France, by liticie ancl.JLU'. 
iv]^in>^drTis Lorry had already procured' pass-port^' 
Cartoii was te£etL<p^ the place oE esscution as 
PknAiy .(December, >1793!f. 

The following extract is taken from Marzials's. 
,^fe of Dibkttis ; — 


■- *'*nje Tale* of Two Cities” is a tale of the great 

Fronch Revolntion of 1793, and the two cities in* 
question are London and Pans,~-London as lt> 
lay comparatively at p^ce in the days when 
Girarge III. was kin£ and Paris running blood 
and writhing in the fierce fire o£ anarchy and mob. 
rule* And the story, what' does it tell ? It tells 
Af a certain Dn' Manette, who^ after long years of 
imprisonment in the Bastille, is restored to his 
daughter in London ; and of a young French noble, 
who has assumed the name of Damay, and'left 
France' in horror of the doings of his order, and' 
who manies Dr. Manette's daughter ;■ and of a 
ybnng English barrister [ Sydney Carton ]/ able 
e&ottgh in his profession, but carelesst of personal 
success, and much addicted to port wine, and' 
bearing a striking personal' resemblance to the 
young' French" noble. These persons, and others,, 
being drawn ' to Paris by varjons strong induce- 
ments, Damay' is' condemned to. death as a ei-de- 
tfahi xmble, and the ne'er-do* weel Brrister, out of 
the great pure love he bears' to Damay’s wif^' 
succ^s in dying- for himr That is the tale’s bare 
outline. 


IV, JXs 7%Zs.-— Th'e story is connected* with- 
tirO cities, namely Paris and liondcn, and the nov3‘ 
hhs, ifhetefbre, been named 'A' Tale of Two (Hites, • 



""V.' 'iThe The purpose o£ {)ic&eiA: 

/to show by. means ,o£"a story the*' condition ^ 
.'f rfj^ce betore and after the French Revolut^dn'i; 
He nas ^ven a very graphic account of 'th^'i&<^ 
hpman crud^ with which the nobles treated'the* 
cbnnhoh people prior to the Revolution, and the 
. Rdgn of Terror. Did:ens has h.owever, exaggera- 
ted the cruel treatment of the people by thp 'nobles 
and'his description,’ so far as this part' of it 
applies 'more ’ to the days of Louis aIV and XV 
than to tbbae of 'Louis XYI. The persons ,of the 
story are indaginary except Fouloni but the places 
^mention'ed', are all' real places in France. 

• yi O^aRA-OTBRS. “ , 

1. Lucie Manette. , ' ' 

^ She IS the loving,, golden-haired, blue-^ed 
wughter of Dr. Hanette and wife of Charles Dar- 
nay. She is a good -example u£ Dickens* ideal of 
womanhood, the emotional, and dlin^ug type ^that 
needs aiTj object for her aiOEecdona and a stronger 
^^ture to* depend upon: gentle, good-tempered, 
patient, iuduBtrious, pious, with all the domestic 
virtues in short. , The most prominent feature, in 
Is her love for her father.' > It is 
Lucie’s loving, service that has, .^ected • idl that 
It can towards the Doctor’s . recovery from ' the 
dreadful effects of long imprisonment. • , ,, ... 

2. Oharles 'Damay, 

CharlpB Damay, whose real name, is Charies St. 
Bvremond^ is the hero of the novel. /The two 
promment features in his character 'axb's^tiiaen-' 



jtelism «ttd idealism. (1) He is easily liable to be* 
j^yed by feelings. Though fully aware of the 
disturbed' condition of France, he goes there in^ 
l-pcspc^se to Gabclle’s call for the only reason that 
'he, lute been a faithful servant of the Evremonde 
family. He has renounced his title to the^ Evre< 
xnonde estate and it is no longer his duty to protect , 
a family servant. A less sentimental man ‘than 
he would not have gone to France where feelings 
against the nobles were so high. (S) His some- 
what wrong idealism leads him to abandon his 
inheritance. He does n 9 t wan£ to have anything 
to do with an estate where the rights of the poor 
people have been, for so long, trampled under foot. 
'A man with a practical mind would have kept the 
f^tatc and improved the condition of the people. 
*It must however, be noted that his sentimentalism 
and idealism are based on a noble spirit. ^ 

Though Darnay is the hero of the novel, he is 
necessarily overshadowed by the dissipated Carton 
and is rather' colourless. 

3. Sydney Carton, 

Sydney Carton is the one really great character 
in the novel. (1) He is a dissipated reckless man^ 
but has a knowledge of his own defects. He 
frankly admits his weakness to Lucie Manette and* 
Charles Darnay. (2i But he is a man of good 
abilities, though incapable of their directed exercise. 
He is a failure as an advocate, but his legal acumen 
is very keen. He is ever ready to help others, but 
is iitiiapable of his own help. The rrautationof 
Stryver as a barrister is entii^y due to &rton j he 



prepares cases for Stryver, and hel^s bim 'in^eveyy’ 
possible way/ ^ 8} He is 'a man of ' good emotions and . 
is not 'without depth in bis character. Helovesr 
Lucie* Manette, bui^* knowiiftg of her attachment tq: 
Domay, never atteniipts to win her. Her friendsbi^^ 
however, stirs his sentiments and calls out his good 
qualities so that he becomes capable of rising to 
rae ideal of self-sacrifice. 

Carton' offers a contrast to Stryver. S^ry v.er. is 
sadly deficient in delicacy. He has no regard for 
the feelings of others as ii> clear from his blunt 
suggestion to Carton that he should marry a wo- 
man with property to provide a refuge in .time of 
misfortune* ' Carton on the other band, is shown 
to, have great ddicacy in him ; out of rjespect for 
his friend, Stryver, (he does not express bis resent-; 
meiil/ at his proposal.' Stryver is pushful,, as is 
dear from his attitude when the first trial of Darnay is 
over ; but Carton is modest and unassuming 'even 
when he is with Dr. Manette and Lucie. Stryver 
is proud and thinks too highly of himself ; he is 
sure that Lucie, would accept him for' her husband, 
as in his opinion, she cannot find a better man for 
herself. Carton,, on the other hand is conscious of 
his defects and feds that he.is not worthy of Lude. 
Stryver is .dnll-headed and has to depend on the 
intdligence* of Carton forsuccess in his profession. 

Stryver is the lion andiGarton his jackal 

- » 

4. Jlaryis Lpiry. 

* 

He is a confidential clerk at the banking house 
s^of.Tdlson. (1) His long experience as a business: 
an has mdde him’ orderly,’preci8e and methodical 



(2)% He honest nnd shrewd end fiuthfnl to hi» 
^mpl^crs : jt is for these rca«ons thnt bo is depoted 
'to pu*ato France .when the French branch of the 
Bink is involved in peril. He is so enreful for the 
:intbrcstE of the Ban); that hevembves Lucicjtoa 
separate honsc, le«t the presence of the wife, of an 
einip;rflnt in the bank-premise shotild tmpcnl tbc 
lafoty of the Innk. to) He is tender-hearted and 
efTcctioiifttc As a friend of the Manette family 
he ttlwrt 3 's keep** »hcir interests nt heart 'and it is 
throngh Ins lovin" service tliat Manette and Lucie 
are saved from the impending danger of tbc 
guillotine. 

5. Honsieur Ernest Defarge. 

Ernest Defnrge, the kvepor of a vtinc-Bhop .in 
the suburb, of St. xlntoinc and the ringleader of the 
rcvolnlionifitf in that qu«irter of the cit^*, is a good- 
humoured, but itnplnciblo-looking man. {l;Hois 
a mnn> of n strong rc*''>lutioii and a set purpose. 
H.aving made np hi•^ mind to ribC in rc\’olt against 
the anstocratic government of Franco, ho spares no 
pains to execute his resolution. He undertakes .a 
long journey on foot Pt a grcttl per^onal incounn- 
ence and brings tin* mender of roadh with him so 
that the rcvolulionaric'j may hear the story of .Gas- 
jwrd’s execution from an eye-witness. (2) But 
unlike ins wife, !io is not allogcUict devoid of 
finer feelings. When ins wife proposes the extro- 
rninaiion ttf the Evremonde family iic opposes her 
proposal on the ground that they must stop some- 
where. He would gladly spare the lives of .Lucie 
ninl her eliild for the sake of Dr. Mnnettc whom he 
has; served ns a boy. He would not have denounced 



Maiiette’e Bon-in*law but Cor the inai8tence4)£"fei8 ' 
‘wifei ’Though a strong man himselE, he readily' 
yields to the force of his wife’s character. #• 

6 Madame Therese , Defarge. . 

She is the wife of Bmest Defarge and leader of 
the Saint Antoine rabble of women in the revolu- 
tion. (1^ She has a watchful eye that seldom seemS' 
to look at anything. When Harnad enters the wine- 
shop for the first time, she at once recognises him 
as a spy of the aristocratic government and gives 
shrewd answers to his searching q^uestions. (2) 
She is a dangerous woman, of ^ness character 
and great determination. She does not know how 
to yield and is always seen in the thick of fight. 
JDarnay must be executed and the lilvremonde 
family exterminated because it is her will which no 
one can oppose. (3) She is hbsolntcly without pity. 
She is not affect^ by the \weeping entreaties of 
Lucie; she tramples the dying governor of the 
Bastille fortress under her foot and ents off bis head 
with her dagger. Imbued from her childhood 
with a brooding sense of wrong, and an inveterate 
hatred of the nobles, opportunity has devdoped 
her into a tigress. 

I 

7. Jerry Grunchier. 

He is on odd-job man in Tellson’s Bonk and 
has been introduced mainly to lighten what would 
otherwise have been a somewhat Ojmressive atmos- 
phere of sentiment and tragedy. He is rough and 
^vulgar and it is this feature of his character which 
"r responsible for boisterous humour in the novd. 



Hh Irife is conlxouiilly ‘saying her prayers whiSli 
irritates him very mncb and one on occamon he* 
flings pots ah her. His, views on ‘‘flopping ** are 
those o£ Tnlgar soperstition which attribn^ mis- 
fortune to it He is also a resurrectionist 

^ • 8. Miss Press. 

Lucie's maid and sister of Solomon Pross. She 
is.a glim, wild-looking woman with abrupt manners 
<c£. Madame De&i^} and singular halnte but with a 
loving heart (e. g.Xncie and Soloman). 

YII. APPBEOIATION AND CRITICISM. 

This story holds a unique place among the Ac- 
tions of its author. Perhaps the most striUng 
difference between it and other novels may 
seem to lie in the ell but entire absence from it of 
any humour or attempt at humour. Not that his 
sources of hnmonr were drying up..«...For the hu- 
mour of Dickens was to assert itself with unmis- 
takeable force in his nest longer Action, and was 
even before that, in some of his occational papers, 
to ^ve delightful proofs of its continued vi^ur. 
In the case of the Tale of Two GiiieSf be bad a new 
and distinct design in his mind which did not in- 
deed esdude humour, but with which a liberal 
indulgence in it must have senonsly interfered. 

I set myslf ,** he writes, “ the little task of xnitipg 
a picturesque stroy, rising in every chapter with 
characters true to nature, but whom the story itself 
should express more than they should express them- 
sdves by dialogae. I mean, in other words, that 1 
fanded a story of incident might be written, in 
place of the bestiality that is written nnder that 



ipfetehce, •pounding ■the sxdlainoteTS ';on|:^^in dtS'.o'mi , 
andfibeating^ ithdr >^ own dnter^ts' dnt >til 
/the^.’* Vfl^)thereCore renounced 'hie -i more 'usual, 
ulethodjiiifavouriot/one t probably lesdi congenial jfcq“ 
•him. • Yet,iin'hi8,own'*opinion'ht leasVTie'eucceed-,' 
ed so welHn the undertaking^-that when the 8tx)ry 
was near its etidj h'e could 'venture to express a^ 
hope that it was **lthe Jbest - story .be .had written,” 
Soi much: praise "will < hardly be. giv^ix) this novel 
even-by: admirers :o£i^the Erenchi art of^i't^ing^a 
8toi^ succinctly, or by^those whojcan never resist 
a rather .historical , treatment ,,o£ ,the ^r^ench 
Revolution'. 

* t f / \\ I ii- 

. .The Gonstruction,.of‘this story .ia..M 

skilful (but not .perfect. Dickouf^ himself successr 
fully ^defended ihis use of .aqcident in bianging abput 
the death.,of;Madame, De&rgei^ithe.fhetreal pbjec,- 
tiqn to tbp. conduct of this episode, .however, l.ies 
in,, the inadequacy of the , contpvance for leayii^g 
Miss Proas behind in , Paris. Too, piuch is ,nl80» I 
think,. made to turn upon, , the three , words' ** and 
their descendants” — noa-eBpcntial„ia .the, origin^ 
connexion-rpby .which ^r.^ Manette's written, jdep- 
undation becomes, fat^ jao those he .loves. , ’Sj^ill tbp 
general edifice , of, | the iplot is §qlid ; its,, Interest is, 
notwithstanding , ,the crowded , background, .cQps. 
centrated with ipuoh skill upQn,aisma^l group; of 
personages and Carton’s 8el£-sacrifice„afimirarably 
preiped from;., the very, first,, profiuqes a.le^timte 
tragic efEect. , fA.t,the saine . time, the qoveli8t’;^*/t^ - 
vindicates its owp djiims. ,.Not only dp’es'^is.sto]^ 
jrontein.raeverajl ‘iramtave fORieipde8".of .jre^nari^b^ 

‘i‘ ■"'•Jwei^uch. ^8 the flight rifroin; .^aris atijbe. dpsp, 



.im 


And tile tnucbing little incident of tl^e seamstrex^s, 
fold in Dit^tfba^ s^veetestr* pathetic manner — Imt it'i 
fe likewise enricKcil by some jdescri|)tive pictures' of- 
smnfenal excellence ' Doubtless the increased man- 
tierisra of the style is disturbing, and this not only 
in the highstrdng ij^rench sfceneS* As to the historl- 
oal element in this nm'el, Dickens modestly avowed 
bis wish that he Inight by his stoiy have been 
able *' th add soihetbing to the popular and pictu- 
resque means ot und^mtanding that terrible time, 
though n‘d' on? Can hope to add anything to Mr. 
Carlyle’s wonderful book.” But if Dickens desired 
to depict the noble of the ancien regimBf either 
according to Gatlyle or according to intrinsic proba- 
bility, he should not have offered, in his Marquis, a 
type historically questionable, and unnatural b^Mes. 
Altogether; the book is an extraordinary tmr 
r/a/fl/re, vfhlch Dickons never repeated (Wardf, 
JDtekens.) 

"mil. THE FRENCH REVar.DTION. 

' For many years the govmiuuent of France had 
been going on f^m Ixul to worse. Exhansted 
.perpetilal war^ the French people werC prevent- 
ed by cruel and unwise laws from making a pro- 
per U8€k)f the great natural riches of tlifefr Cotmtry. 
The Government was in the hands of the king and 
of a few nobles, whe knew little, and cared less, 
about the suffering^ of the poor. 

Meanwhile there had arisen in France a num- 
ber of very (^ever writers and speaker's who saw 
the badness <of the Government, and the mischief 
which it didi. These men set to work to preach 
lo the jTPopIe of France a new doctrine- They told 



that so far from it being ri^t that kings aijd 
shonld rule, the people, the people ought to be fiuo ' 
to rule, themselves They said it was a^ shame that * 
i few should get rich while so many , starved. ; that ' 
aU men were realty equal ; and that everyone who 
set himself up above the people shquld_ ,be cast 
down from his high place.. They pointed, out that 
the foolish.laws which had been made prevented 
the people 'from* ever becoming, prpi^erous or. 
bappy. , • I • } > 

Many of the things which th^ said were _tnic 
and^wise ; many were true but not; wisely said ; and’ 
^ine were neither .true nor wise But the burning 
words that .were spoken and written, whether they 
were true -or u'ii,£rufe, wise or imwise, were, ‘heal'd 
and read very'e^crly by the starving. and. opinress- 
ed people of France, who were glad to be, told that 
nil then misfoi tunes came fiom their king anc} their 
government. Anji when ’men were in this mood,' 
it ^^as natural enough that they.should, think ^ the 
' time had come ro get rid of the'ldng anid the gov- 
ernment which they believed didtoem'so much 
harm. . > f ria.-i . • , ’ ' 

■Jn the year 1789 b^h the greht French Revp; 
Iniioii. or rebellion of the French people against the' 
govcrimiGut and the la'^s of France. The wmdve- 
ment .spread like ,ivildfiie, through the countiy^ and 
was espreially sti ong in Paris-and^in one or two of 
the ^reat towns. Every where .men 'Cried ou't for 
“ Libert u. Equality, and Ei'atemUy” Ah ■’ men;' 
they said, should be free and equal, 'and as brothers 
to one another * t., , . . , - j 

The gr^it prison of the Bastille in .Pans was 
attacked iind destroyed , and messengers were sent 



IT 


ovoiT (‘(mnfn' »« Viirojjc to tonfh foreign * 
i!.i{ ions tho noxr mid woiKk'rfui ine of “Liliorty, 

I’qiijility, and Knit'Tiiity. ” Uiditckily. however, 
tlo'so gieaf. changes were not to hr made peacejibly 
Tin* hati'Hl of (hose who so hmg had felt t Henlselvcs 
o{))in*s.sii(l soon broke out against tlie nobles and 
till* rich — “Aristoerals,” ns they wero udlef). Ter- 
lible sceiifs ot blondshsfl took ])la(» in Paris; 
Thonsnnds of Ibo “Aristocrats” were forced’ to" 
emigrate from lUcir country, and to take ibfnge in ’ 
other lands. The king, Louis XVI , himself was 
made a prisoner in his own palace ; and, though ho 
tried tof*Pcif|xshe and his queen, Mario ‘Antoinette, 
Were caught and brought Itock to Paris, 

Not content with crying out 'lor “Liberty, 
J^quality and Fraternity, ** the leaders of the Revo- 
Imiun iif Palis had begini to prosecute all those who 
did not agree with them The j/af/foft'wa — an instro-' 
meiit used for lieheading ciitninuLs in France — was 
set'np in Paris and scores of “Aristocrats” ' and 
others who were suppos<*d to lie cneinins of the 
KevnIuUoii were sciztd and executed without trial. 
hlassacFes took place, and ixmic spread throughout 
the city. Louis XVI. had mairied hlaria An- 
toinette, sistei* of the Emperor of Austria, and an' 
Austrian arm3' noiv innrobed into France to rescue 
the king aiirl queen from tho danger which 
(hi-cateucd them. 

'I'hen was semi a wonderful .sight The leaders 
of tlie Hevoiutioii called npoii all Fronchmen to 
come fmwaid and fight against tho Austria To tho 
siniirise of all Europe, the ill clad,' laidly (laincd* 
soldiers wh(» m.'n’chcd into hitlle to Iho cry of 
“Liberty, l*»(ii.iliu, and I'latenntj,” or singing 



tl)C th(' snii" of tlin K<5Aohiti(^l 

proved move thnu^ mutch for tho veterans of 
tna, and tho invadei s v cro defeated again and* 

f . 'I 

again 

.Meanwhile the anger ot die leailei’S against the* 
king grew fiercer and fiei’oei:. On the ;17th of 
Janufuy, 1793, the National I’onveution, or Parlia- 
ment of the jlevolutioii, voted for tho kings deal h^ 
and On the 21st of Jaiumi'}' Louw XVI. was 
headed in the midst of a howling ciwd in one 
the pnbUc sqnaivs of Paris Un the IGth of Oetd- 
ber -nis .b^tnitifiil queen followed him lo the scattbld. 
(Amold-Foi’ster) • 

A Kepublic was preclaimcd in France, and the' 
xnost'thorough^ing lovers of change got posses- 
sion of power. * 'I ho period of their rule is_ called 
the ‘Jien/iro/ Tenor, since they sought to frighten* 
everybody into obeying thorn violence Tbcn- 
sandsuf Kienchmen weio behcadfKl besides tho 
king and qiieen« ' 

•-Atfiint England was in sympathy viith the 
French Bevolution. Before long, howei^er, 'opinion 
changed The execution of King and tho 
Keigu of Terror spread . alarm over all Europe 
Things looked moi*e dangeroussince the French urged' 
all other nations lo follow their example, and there 
were plenty of })eople in England, especially in the 
now mannlaotiiiing towns ot the north, whb werO* 
so dissatisfied with the existing state of things^ that 
mey might fosily have done so, Austria and 
Prussia went tn war 'against France, and m 1798;- 
alrei the, execution of Lonis XV 1;, Fmnce declared 
wai dgainst hiigland. (Tout ) 



IraiM'iRY eHAPTER'-BY (MAPTBR* 
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CHAPTER 1. 

* " * ■ 

: Uonditions 'Fiance and' Ijhigland preceding 
the^dlevolution. In both countries the ruling class 
unsympathetic to the' people and the people are 
Jnscontented and .on the verge of revolution. In 
prance the <people openly question . the* authority 
o£‘Uie Church and the law and the ‘Clergy enforce 
their intolerent laws by inhuman persecution, in 
England) life and property are insecure) lawlessness 
prevails and order has to 1^ restored, as 'far as 
r^mssible.by dra^ic measures. 

CHAPTER;!!. 

Difficultiefs of thV jobriiey from London io 
Dover: robd not safe for ^veiling } travellers 
suspicioue of one another also. The mail coach 
gobs frotri London to Doi'er with Jarvis Lorry as 
one of "fhe three travellers. TcOlfeoh’s Bank! des- 
pa'tches ‘ Jeri^ ]‘}OSt haste fo delivcir'a massage 'to 
Lorry He overtakes the cc^Cb at '^booter*s Hill 
and gets ^‘Recalled to Life*' from 'Lorry aS dn 
answer to his rads»ige. ' The' answer dejects him 
.very, much, for .-he thipks that if reqalling jto life 
comes into fashion, , His, prpfession a, Resurr^ 
.tionist, will terminate. 

chapter II£. • . . 

. iThe '>mystery >of the^medsaga and its •answer 
shgge6tB>td‘the novelist I reflections on )dbe imppa- 
sibilty of .aby 'human 'being < attaining • complete 
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knowledge 6£ the Ufe>o|r' cHaracfer ^o£<aiiy pt hu 
fdlows. 'The coacti is lumb'mng on and Lori^ u 
talking to himselL Lorry’s imagination draws vivid 
pictures o£ how the bank business is run.- His real' 
errand is to assist at the , release Qf a person who 
Ims been a prisoner for 18 years but* fancy rep- 
ireBentB this as. recalling to life frdm the grave. 

oh^pTer IV. ' ' 


The 'mail reaches Dover after a' night’s journey. 
Lorry puts up - at the Royal Geb^ge Hotel and 
instructs the chief* waiter to prepare' accomodation 
fora young lady who 'may (come any ' rime. As 
soon as Lorry 'has ^ finished >hi8 breakfiist' Lucie 
arrives at 'the hotel instructed'* by the Teillson^ 
Bank to meet its representative at Dover 'and to gc 
to Paris with him, on' importantbusiness connected 
.with her property. In a gentle and dever way he 
gives her the '' surprising news that her father h 
^ve, that he has been rdeased after a long impri* 
sonment an^ , that he ' has , to bnng him back tc 
England with h^r assistance. The news proves toe 
Bur prising for Lucie and 3he faUs into 'a fainting 
fit nrom which shS soon recovers with’ the dd ol 

hotdwaiters. “ ‘ 

• *• . <., * , 1 


CHAPTER V. 

. This chapter opens -vrith a description of the 
mirory and hunger'of d suburb of Paris, St. Antoine, 

discontented and ‘Oppressed 

peo]^e are almost on the verge of revolt. 

old taken to the house of an 

Paris. Lo5U » ™e-Bhop in 

rry and Lucie amve at the vrine-shop. 
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They are the associate'conspirators o£ Defarge 'v^th* 
thev identity disguised' nnd'er^ the’ coih'indnf’ name or 
Jaeques and are aUowed by' him to* IfiiTe^^limp’sffl 
of the wrecked old man, the innocent victim ‘of 
aristocratic oppression,^ to fan their revolntionary 
ardour into a fikme. -W e have also the iirst men> 
tion of Gkspard, whose haterd of the upper clashes 
was soon to exhibit .itself in his murder of the 
Marquis of Evremonde'. 

' CHAPTEB VI. 

» 

This chapter gives a pathetic picture of the 
mental weakness to which Dr. Manette has been 
reduced by his solitai^ confinement and of the 
bemnnings of a revival of his faculties through 'the 
influence of his daughter. 

Dr. Manette is sitting in his dark and dim room, 
engaged in .shoe'making. Defarge and Lori^ an* ' 
proacb him and try to revive his memo^ ; but he 
hardly understands what, they say and it is after 
tremendous efforts that he, finds words to mutter 
diqointed replies. Lucie now approaches him. 
He happens i to raise his eyes, sees her &ce and 
stares gt her with a fearful look. Lucie’s kisses 
have the effect of rousing his dormant feelings. 
He compares her hair wiu a lock ^ of his 'mfe’s 
hair which he has with' him in a little pocket. 
They resemble closely. Some sort of memory is 
returnipg to hini and he asks Lucie who she is. 

In a tacuul way she gives the information and 
Dr. Manette sinu in her arms in the midst of tears. 
He is allowed to rest for a while, and is then 

taken to England^ Many times in the darkness of 

** ^ * 
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tiieir night-joumby the doubt presents Itseli before 
XiOrry.'p mind : “Will te care* to be restored to 
li£e?V 


11 - 

OHAPTEk r. - 

opens vitb a description oE Tellson’s Bank. 
It is an old-fashioned place, irith old clerks and 
wrvants, dark and incommodious rooms and con- 
servative’ ways. j • . 

.„>,'^he|'p6rter of tlie bank is J,erry Cru'u'dher; 'v^Ko 
tpgejiher '^ith his son are 'the' o'dly” humorous 
cbaractecsln the novel. To form ah id^'of Crun- 
cher’s' mentality we, fire introduced’ fo His ^irivAtfe 
Ibdgidg: ' His family life dd^s'not seej^^h'to be'hap- 
^ ' As soon as , he wRk6b'iri the mbriiing he tb*- 
bis THfe' for 'praying, as he thinks* that her 
^yers hre directed ajghinst hiih and his ‘ sent 
Wniia C^uhbhet'makes his' toilet his adn* keeps Watcli 
iipdn his ihothlar Ifest 8hl3’‘hhould‘]5i^ayU^iiiV''‘At 
‘hr'ea^kfast Oruhcher ib wdfried igain' by‘his''wiftfs 
Kayitig .gfbfce. Tbfe' ’ffi!fhe^"1ind th'e' Bori^ihen tfo to 
medn^'Batik. *' <• 
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and in^hi8,«booc.cle^ning ip. 40).] 
GHPiER U. '\ 
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, Jerry Crimcher is ordered to go to. old Bailey 
to, .meet Lorry '.to 'whom he deliy^rs a’ letter* in (the 
cpuit-room, Old Bailey is n'tfcmcting hundreds o£ 
s^tators for . Charlto Darnay is to be tired for 
. Jight treason. There is joy on the face of the spec- 
' tators as they see the prisoner in peril of a horrilild 
sentence. Another object of attention is a young 
lady of about twenty with her olji father, jwho 
have been summond to app^r os'witoe^ses agatofjt 
the prieoner. The judge enters, the. coj[^ft-ip,om,, i- 
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CHAPTER IIL .1 . 


• I 


Trial begins.' ' Tlje nttornejr-gdA'eral'/ ih’,*hi8 
opening speech for the pro»teutioh, ncculses Djahiky 
as 'a false' traitor to the Sing of England 'by teasog of 
his having assisted the French Sing in 'his wai« 
against England, by constantly coming apd going 
between' the two countries and giving information 
as to the military i strength of England. The accu^, 
salion is based on the papers and informatjioq* ^ 
supplied by one Barsad, who is a.pohen of by>^he ' 
attorney-general as an unimpeachable 'patriojt. Baii* 
sad is alleged to have got the papers , through' Dar> 
nayls own servant, Roger:.Q|y. ' , ; 

" ' '' The' prosecuHon has five witnesses .to produce^ 

' Jphn Barsad is the first to appean m>the b^i . Hei 
SuppPrts' the prosecution theory...* Stryyer^ the 
connsel for the defence, cross-examineshim'^ shoiv) 
that he is^a professionid spyi<a man'of'low- obarac- 
. ter and, therefore, an nntrnstworthy witness. BogCjTr^ 
Gly is now ^produced as witness, who depoBes/[to> 
have taken put the objectionable papers from Dar- 
nay’s desk and to have glVcm them to '^arsad from 
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zn^ patriotic motives. ‘In ioibss-e^mpation bo 
is shown, to have* been saspeo'ted oE. stealing a silver 
tea*pob, tiorry now comes into the .witnew-box* 
and in reply to the attomey^generaVs' (^uestiona he 
expresses bis nhcertalnty as to Darnay’s ha^^ng 
ever travelled with him from, London to Dover'.' ' ' 

* "In her evidence'Hiss Manette deposes that Dais 
nay has been her fellow-passanger across the Channel, 
that she has seen him' whispering to his French 
friends at the port and showing some papers to 
them and that he has talked 'to her in a jesting way 
ajbont Wasbin^t^n ^and George III in connection 
with tne Ammcan- jwar. Dr. Manette is aW exai* 
mined, but he cannot i^ntify , the prisoner . s!^' his 
felloyr-pa8,8anger as he^.T^as wen 'almost nncon^cious. 

'A singular circumstance now arises in" the case; 
A 'witness is called to' identify the prisoner 'as hav* 
ing been iu the coffne>room of a hotel in a garrison 
wheYe he is said to have ^goue in the Dover Ttfiail 
Coach on getting out of the ship to gather informa- 
feon* abont English trobps. A barrister named 
Sy^ey ’ Carton who is ‘sitting in the court-room 
mids out that his face is exactly like that of Dm* 
nay.and.'givw a hint to 'his fnend, Stryver,.to ask 
tuo vntness if he has ever seen any person 't^mb*. 
Mg the pr^QM. • The witness replies in the'nega* 
fave. • Sydney Carton stands up and shows his ffcai 
Ihe rwmblance is so dose that it weakens.the case 

tbe Jury after ' some hesitation 



■CHAPTER IT. 

Lorry, Stry vcr,.‘ Dr. nnd Miss Manette gather 
Ground Damay outside ihe court- room and coxigm-, 
'tulute him on his release. Darnay and Lorry 
prdso Stryver Cor his legal nenman and Stryvec 
accepts their compliments with ' 8elC-(»mplaccncy. 
'Dr. Manette and Lucie go home. Carton now 
joins Lorry and Diirnny. It is evident from the 
-cottversadbn which follows that the resemblance 
between Carton and Dnrnny is superficial only' and 
that their character is widely dilCereut. Lorry .tries 
to convince Carton that business is a very respecta- 
ble thing, but Oarton’s hatred Cor what is serious 
and solid is too great to overcome. Lorry is carried 
oS to Telison’s and Carton nnd Dnmay retire to a 
tavern. The frivolitt^ of Oarton^s character is shown 
more clearly here. They two .drink to the health o£ 
Hiss Manette, nnd Damay leaves Carton alone to 
sleep in the tavern. 

CHAPTER V. 

Brings out the career nnd character of Carton 
-by contrast with those o£ Stryver. Carton walks 
out from a tavern at 10 o’clock at night to the 
house of Stryver. Carton chelps Stryver in his 
-professional work by “extracting the essence from 
’a heap of statements.** • He cudgels his brains upto 
three in the morning, regaling himself every now 
>and> then with glasses'of wine.. In the course of 
'Conversation Stiver refers to their school days when 
Carton .us^ to do exercises for other boys but sel- 
-dom for himself. Carton is to Stryver WMt a jaciml 
is to a lion. ‘ 



,[ “ In Stryver,a deficiency. o£ intellectual al^ty ' 
and coarse tastes and feelings 
soTU'plpas' pushfolnesB. In 
and' delicaby df feeliiig are im 
^d reckless dissipation*” ] 

. - CHAPTER 

Introduces ns'^to tbe hou^e' of Dr. Manejtte dn 
one Sunday afternoon. Loby .goea'to 'paV a^'iiSife 
to the .family* ' ‘Dr. 'and Miss Manette' are ‘6ut‘ ‘^d 
see the'^wer'and Lorry ehga^S’id a Ibns'icd^Vei^* 
satidn 'mth the chii^f house-maidj 'Mi^ Piros^ * 
does nd6 like, that pjeo’ifile shbiild corae‘ to 
LS icie and e:^:^gbrate8 their nuniber tb “Hundi^ed^*.” 
Lorry learas' ftom! Miss Prosi that' Dr. idanbith 
has not altogether forgotldn his .past',' ml'sfbrbmes 
tha't ,he tnes to' avoid tois suhjpct and't^at 
toen^ 'Relapses occasionally '£rom winch 'he'is bv- 

ived by th'e 'loving services' of Lucie. 

_ ^ *11 
Lorry has his dinner with Dr. and Miss Manette^ 

after which they go out into the open and sit under 
the.plane*tree Darnay joins theminnd»releteB a 
story about an old dungeon anttheiTow-er ^p.* >731. 
Jhe story upsets the doctor for db '.reminds him' of 
.what. he himself 4i'd, at the BastjUe.. They, go jin- 
ffide'for„tea and Canton alao’QoinB{*bhei6.. . A iterri- 
ble storm breaks 'OUt and a^^comer of the* house 
Jiesounds with the echoes ofifbotstepsjcoming. add 
^ing. They are prophetic* of >€he effect which i<the 
French ^Revolution* and .the Beignibf 'Terconywere 
to exercise on the lives of the whole ipSrty. .They 

.QVperse at a late hour iuithe nightlwbeddtheisjbontn 
passed away. 
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OHAPTEE VIT. 

^T^iseliaptcr depicts the character o£ the French 
nohlcs and representa them as complet^y di^ener- 
j^e, aelMnterested and hcartleBs. There is a com- 
plete lack o£ sympathy esastinj; betweeh them and 
jthie poor. The nobles roll in luxuries apd expect' 
•object servility from the common .people. T^e 
•Har^uis of iSvrcmbnde exemplifies all 'the worst 
;nnalitieB of a noble. The Marquis is driving; In' 
•bis carrii^e furiously through the narrow streets 
of Paris, careless of the lives of common people. 
The carriage runs over a child and stop^l He is 
not moved by the wild shrieks of Gaspard, the 
unfortunate father. The only thing about whic^ 
the Marquis seems to care is the safety of his horses. 
Ee&rge nappens to come on the scene of this inci- 
dent and tries to console Ghispard. The Marquis 
throws n piece of gold to Gaspard as a compensa- 
‘iion for the death of his son and another to Defarge 
^fdr bis advice to the unfortunate father. The peo^e 
are in such a terror of the nobles that they dtter no 
word of complaint. As the carriage moves on the 
gold coin is thrown back into it. The Marquis stops 
the carriage and in rt^c informs the people that he 
would ri^ over 'any of them willingly and that if 
he know who has thrown the coin into the carriage 
'he Tfotild place him under the wheels of his carriage 
to be chishied' to deatb.^ < 

CHAPTER Vlfl. 

I ^ ' 

This chapter .gives a.pictbre of the 'condition 
'0£ the Fjrench peasants. It tells usihow miserable ' 
.they are and ;how indiSerent the nobles. are. 
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tlieir snSerings. The' Marqais ii driving through 
the untry. On his way up, a hill he s^es a* road* 
jz^ender looking intently at the tottom p£ his carriage. 
The .l&^ai^quis reaches a posting^house gate and the 
poor peasants with their submissive and drooping 
laces gather together, to get a distant view 6| him. 
The ro^>mender, joins the group and the 'Marquis 
calls, upon him to explain why he ^jsed-at the 
carriage. The r<md-meader tells the Marquis that 
he saw "a man 'hanging below the ,^riage p;ith,,‘B 
cham‘, hu head swinging to and fro like tW o£ a 
dead than.,' .tThis man was ^spard]. The, Mar- 
• quis orders Gabelle, the Postmaster^ to' be on ’a 
lopk'Out , for the man and resumes his journey. 
His carnage halts' agmn by the side of a r'ock>hewh 
'cross and a woman applies to him in pitifnl words 
ior ,a dab of stone or wood to mark ,the ;gra‘ve of 
neif hatband who has "^recenfly* died of hunger and 
want. T The Marquis i^ejects her requests in^srarn 
and passes on. ^,■06 reaches ,his country mansion 
>and learns that his nephew^ Charles,, has not arrived* 


itoo 
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, CHAPTER IX.' 

^ This chapter shows how differ^t the Marqnis 
■of Eyermonde and Charles Darnay are in'; character 
nnd how the Marquis d^rves his fate. 1 

•nr • -T . “ >»J. ,'i't 

I.. We are mtroduced to,the house of the 'Marquis 
Evremonde. How magnificent his, house is 1 , Qe 
has just begun his dinner w,hpn > he sees two eyes 
peering through the window. He orders a search 
but nothing is found. -His nepW, '‘DamaV’ who 
amvOT from London joins him at his dinner.'^ After 
the dinner they talk about’ the afEairs of the^famity. 
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The Marqais bdieves in repression ns “the onijr 
lasting philosphj” nnd thinks that “detestation o£ 
the high is the involuntory homage pE the low,” 
The TOor, in the opinion o£ the Marquis, mast be 
kept ni constant fear oE the rich who should have, 
as oE old, “the right of liEe and death over the 
snrrounding vulgar.” Charles Dnmay^ is ft man o£ 
a different character. He contradicts the Marquis 
throughout and rightly believes that the position 
oE the members oE Svormonde family is very dan- 
gerous. He therefore advises the Marquis to be 
more humane in his treatment of the poor. Oamay 
final^ renounces his claim to the fomily property. 

T^hcy retire to their sleeping rooms. In the mor- 
ning the Marqais is found killed. 

[ He has been disposed of by Gaspard who 
managed to get Into the house secretly at night 
The two eyes peering through the wipdow were 
his. ] . , I 

CHAPTER X. 


Damay is established in England as a higher 
teacher oE French. He has been in love with 
Lucie for sometime. He goes to visit Dr. Ma'nette 
and finding him alone opens his heart to him. With 
great delicacy for the Doctor’s feelings Damay offers 
himself as a suitor for the hand of fiis daughter* 
This proposal upset the Doctor j but on ' Darnay’s 
assuring him that his marriage will not mean the 
separation of his daughter from him t^e Doctor 
promis'es not to oppose the suit. Ddrnay is asked 
to go away and Miss Manette' 'doihes back with 
Mi^s Pross from her business. The daughter fiiids 
her fiither in a state in a perturbation. . i' >i' ' 
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CHAPTER XL. 

' feWyiVer and Cwton have , finished’ fh'eir pce^ra- 
tipns for the Court-work^ 'It is 5 o’clock in' thd 
morning, and ^Stryver tells, Carton that he is' going 
tp.otfer pimselE ,as a suitor for the hand! of Lucie, 
Strvveris sure of his succesd. and his arrogance 
lie r^rds an offer frpm himself'ashn hnWour 3 ^ich ‘ 
no line but a fool ^ould refuse. He al^ pfbj^osps 
to’ Carton'" to find out some respectable wbman of 
nrptwrty and marry her to pro ride’ a refug!^ ' 
m* ume of' misfortune. [ This Ohapthr ttirovro 
more light, on Stryver’s character J 

' ‘ ' CHAPTER Xn." 

mr . 

‘ 'Stryycff goes to Lorry at Tellson’e Bahkland 
with an 'air of self-importance tells him' that he 
^ing to offer himself in marriage to Miss 'Manette. 
To assure Lorry of his snccess Stryver emphasises- 
his prosperous present and future prospects. Lorry 
does* not think that this will beja,etrong‘’allure- 
ment to^Lucie, on which Stryver. calls hen.Va'Mino- 
ing^iPobV’<ito which Lorry, ‘as .her .friend takea 
exception. Stryver has to be 'tolddn*, plain itermSi 
by.'Itorryi 'that he /is courting a leEnsal from.iLucie: 
and her father. Stiyver .then adopts the artifices, 
of a lawj^er to .prove that he never seriously in- 
tended' a.proposah • _ . , '* 

UT\’ 'i!' ‘ ‘il'‘ ’ ’’ ” ^ I* ' , • 

. ^ .Dickpusjpoes np^^ venture tp ^splpjja^t Luc||ie, 

WP (5L'A4jre<^,.t^uBal. Chpi^apteys ,;80 ^mpr' 
aftisheamnot to,U,^pos^^„|ip,jpnnbpe 8 ^if 7 
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CHAPTER Xni. 

Carton visits 'Lticie while she is alone. In'th6 
midst o£ tears he tells' her how shd has be'4h the 
cause 6£ reviving the noble feelings Whi6h h^ 
imagined be dead in him' and how iibpossiblie 
it is for her to have Cbmrassion on a jimfligate 
incapable of imfiroving his lire. There is so much 
Blncerily in his confessions that Lucie feels fob 
him and speaks to him in encouraging r^ords. Hb 
promises to do aiijthing for her and for any dear 
to her and with n last* **6od bless you’* leaves' her. 

“ Carton proves to have as great delicacy 'a^ 
and perhaps deeper insight than, Damay : and a 
knowledge of his own defects which Styver' lacks. 
He shows that thereis greater depth in his character 
and greater possibility of good than others suspect. 
The promise that he makes |ht the end is destined 
to have good results. ’* 

CHAPTER XIV. 

Illustrates the power and the unruly condition 
of the London mob and provides Carton with th'e' 
means • of saving the hfe of Dariitiy, vide Cba'pt^ 
8, Book III. It has "theVefore, a distihet place in 
the development of the story* 

Jerry with* his son is sitting at the gate of Tellson’s 
Bank when he sees a funeral coming followed' by a 
crowd : ,He is told it is the funeral of Roger Cly^ 
the old Bailey Spy. On .bearing this the crowd 
makes up its mind to pull the dead .body out bn 
on theproposal of *’6omebrigfatergenius”.Jt i8 dj^ci[^ 
ded to escort the hearse to its destination amidst 
general rejoicing, .Jerry accompanies the crowa 



( 


leaving his son > behind. ' The dead man having 
hem <mspoB^, of, the crowd indulges > in esrcessei 
|o£ a^differant ^ind.,^, It bullies scores of casual pas* 
aers-bj and even gws'^to the extent of pulling down 
and plundering, publiip'hous^. The rumour* that 
the Guarda^are coming disperses the crowd. '"' Jerrj 

f ops, back the Bank and, thence to his 'house. 

[e , rebukes. his .wife as .usual, warns' her against 
praying 'and starts on bis' nefarious occupation at 
a late'hourin tbe night., His son slips out of bis 
bed and followp the rather. Jerry is joined by two 
other on the way. They reach the churchyard 
iifter several tnals and begin to dig the grave of 
Kojger,' but to their extreme mortification discover 
that the fhneral wf^ a sham. The son leaves' the place’ 
^lier than the ^ father and fr^htened by fhe sight 
tuns headlbng to 'the house. The son gets up. early 
next morning to see his mother being ruthlessly 
beaten by his father who attributs his ill-luck to 
the prayers of his wife , Jeriy and young Jerry 
start for the Bank. On being questioned by the 
son, the father tells him indirectly what a resurrec*' 
tionutis. . .The father is gratified to know that his 
son is BO much interested in his paternal profession. 

CHAPTER XV. 

The purpose of this chapter is to show . the 
growth of the spirit of revenege and violence 
amongst the lower orders. 

• is'an unusual seriousness'in the wine-shop 

in Samt Antoine. Two men all dusty with walking 
riotag country roads enter the shop. One of them 
isDefarge and the other is the road-mender who 
had seen the tall man hanging beneath the carriage 
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of tbo 'Marquis, As thfry enter the shop three 
men g(V out of it one by one. Defarge now nske 
Ibc toart-mentler to come with him so thnt he may 
show hirn the room which he can occu]>y. They 
go to the same room where Dr. Mnncltc hnd been 
lodged and find the three men sitting there They 
ere the same nwolnlionnries the Jftcqueses‘who had 
teen permitted 'by Dcfnrgc to peep into Manptto’s 
garret. The road ‘mender relates to them the story 
of Gaspnrd’s excution — ^Imw he hnd ho»*n* hiding 
himself for foil one year when he was found out 
and nrrestcdi how he was driven with muskets to 
the gallows and executed after being confineil in a 
cage. This story excites them bevond control 
and they determine that the whole family and 
monsion'of the Marquis bhall he destroyed. Madame 
Defarge is entrusted with the duty of keeping a 
record of the aristocrats who arc thus doomed. 
Mr. and Mrs. Defarge and the rond‘mcndcr then 
go to Versailles to see the royal procession. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

Defnrgc hnd many friends among the police 
and the soldiers. As he returns from Versailles late 
at night he meets one of them and is told that 
another spy, John Bnrsndy an Englishman has been 
assigned to watch St. Antoine, a suspicions quarter 
in the eye of the French Government He gives 
the details of his appearance to his wife. The 
husband and wife discuss the prospects of a popular 
rising, the husband showing signs of impationco' 
and dis'nppointracnt at the dday. About noon 
the next day Barsad comes for the first time to 
the wine-shop and finds Madame Defarge knitting. 



Hhe spy .pretends to be one o£ the , revolutioni^ 
and attempts to know .the fedings d£ the people 
towards the Government. He shows great, 
far'Gaspardepeaks in touching words o£>^p,mi8erv 
ol. the people, shows hi8>knowledge o£ Defarge's 
connection with Dr. Manette and .gives, the.newsroi 
Miss Manette’s proposed mar^riage with ,the pr^ent 
Marquis o£ Hvermonde. This intelligence pro* 
* duces >a palpable e£Eect upon Defarge whidh tl^e 
spy notices. Beyond this b^e does not ^et, any* 
thing out.o£ them. 'De£arge isxsorry , th^t thp 
name oEihisold master’s, ^n-in'-law> should., have 
to be .registered in his wife’s knitting. along .with 
that of the spy. ^ 

CHAPTEE • XYII. ■ - 

'' Oh the e^e df h'e^ marrirfg^ Marielte aAshhe* 
Lucie that' her mttttriage will' ihake hiihmord'bbp^y 
Ih the cdnrsfe 6£ conversatio&'che doctor refers*^ 
the’peHdd q'£ bit sufiEfe'rihg 'for this !first 'timA' THe 
dwk shadows o£' the pi isoh'clre 'still h'dn^ng ovdi 
him. He is reminded pfi’the visions that he saw ii 
ihe prison— the visions ,,of his wife, of a son whe 

l^din^ hiin qiit mfhj'lreedbhi. 

feupber and retire: Xu6ie go to h'ik thW'Hfe di 

fii^t to 8he.how;hh;isto^4ndkik‘8& 

CBAP,TER.,3f^III. ■ 

Lorry, iS'proud to think that-the j^l ti;ho}is;gOing 

J^esbuea,byJhim,rWyie}lS 
IS talking<m a lighf^strain to*.MisB.ProhsyAhe Dodtor 
MBp^grtmth Ohirles Bamay within '*he.oloaea 
-ara)ot.hia:ro3iif., DiSin&J, I.«!i6.-,MiBfr|Pro*-an^ 



I 17 ) 

» 

'IjOrrj go to the church where the first two .are, 
happily married. They return home £or breakfast 
after which the married couple start on their honey-' 
moon trip. They propose to spend a fortnight at. 
.Warwickshire and then to go, with Dr. Monette, for 
another fortnight to Wat^. Lorry and Miss Prose 
notice a carious change in Dr. Manette. The know- 
ledge (obtained from Darnay in private con versdtiou) 
that bis daughter has married the son and nephew 
of his oppressors produces h relapse in him. He 
once again resorts to shoe* making and continues in 
this impaired state of his mind for full nine days. 
Lorry 'and Miss Pross agree to keep his condition 
secret from all and from Lncie. 

chapter XIX. 

The Doctor shows signs of retnming conscious- 
ness on the tenth day. In a-tactfal and indirect 
manner, nuder cover of advice, Lorry exacts from 
Manette the cause of the ‘ relapse. It was not 
caused by his studious habits, but by **a strong 
and extraordinary revival of the train of thought 
and remcuvbrauce that was the first cause of ma- 
lady.*' Lorry obtains the permission of the Doctor 
to de&troy the instruments of. shoe-making when 
he is not there. They pass the rest^ of the day in 
the country and the doctor is ^nite restored. On 
the fourth day he ^oes, away to 30111 Lucie and her 
husband and in his absence Lorry desti oys the ins- 
truments of shoe-making. 

, CHAPTER ix 

; The newly* married pair come tiome and the 
first person who appears to, offer his risn^tulations 



i 8 .S;y^ey Cai^n.. CarW' is. 'cjonsaous o? his itC* 
cjira 6 ^ failings and ,f^ls that he is unworthy of 
IDarnay’s ' friendship but the impression which 
liucie 'has made^'on him is so deep and permanent 
that he cannot help ' asking Damay to'grant him 
the privilege of coming to him at “ odd times.'^ 
When Darnay 3oin8 Lucie in their own rooms, she 
pleads to him on Carton’s behalf and Darnay 
promis^ to show more consideration and respect 
to him.' 

CHhPTEE'XXI. 


Seven years have passed since tbe marriage of 
Lucie and she has been blessed with a daughter. 
They are living happily with Dr. Manette. &rton 
occasionally visits the &imily. ,Stryver has been 
married to a widow with property and three boys. 
He is the same presumptuous and arrogant man as- 
he used to be. Lorry is a frequent visitor to the 
family. On this occasion he expresses some concern, 
at .the uneasiness prevailing in Paris and questions- 
Lucie about the echoes which she fancies she hears. 


The storm has broken out in Paris. Saint 
Antoine is a seething mass of raging men and 
womeiL Eveiy man and woman is mad with a 
fierce, implacable passion for revenge. Defarge as 
the head of the revolution is distributing wbapoDB 
among the people. The very first place to which the 
angry mob rushes is the Bastille. After four 
nc^ s reastance the fortress is surrendered and i^e 
i^ated prople rush into it. The prisoners are 
«at free and De^ge, goes to inspect the in 
which Manette baa bien h^t as a prisoner, 
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sees the letters M.’* scmtched on the wall. 
He then breaks open ‘the chimnq^, where he finds 
something which he thrusts into his pocket. (This 
is n piece of paper on which Alanotte hnd written 
the story of nis imprisonment.) While the gover- 
nor of the Bastille is being dragged for trial to the 
Hnll of Justice, stubs and 3ows rain upon him and 
when he drops dead Madame Defurge puts her foot 
upon his neck, and with her cruel knife hews off 
his bend. 

CHAPTER XXH. 

Excitement continues. A week after the storming 
of the Bastille, Defargc brings the news of Foulon^ 
arrest. This French ofliiccr Js alleged to have said 
that the starving people might o.tt grans and that 
if he were a minister he would compel them to 
browse like cattle. On the fall of the Bastille he 
retired to his country bouse, caused the news of his 
death to be spread abroad, and even had a sham 
funeral. He is however, betrayed by his own ser- 
vants, seized by the peasants and dragged on foot 
to Paris to be tried in Uie Hall of Justice. The 
news of his arrest sends n thrill of excitement in the 
men and women of Saint Antoine. They all rnsh 
to the Hall of Justice including the women under 
the leadership of Madame Defargc assisted by **Thc 
Vengeance.” They arc so impatient in their 
fury that before the trial is over, Foulon is drag- 
ged out and hanged after merciless beating. 
His bead is cut off and fixed on a long pole with 
his mouth full of grass. His sou-iu-lawt Berthier 
also meete the same fate. The spoils of day are 
-now carried in procession through the strectv. 
This happens on July, 22 1789. 
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CHAPTER. XXIII. 

After two nights* trying journey the emissary 
of the revolutionists reaches the estate of Evre« 
monde family at noon. With the help of the mender 
of roads he comes to know the position of the 
Chateau. He is tired and falls asleep and is roused 
by the mender of the * roads in the evening.’ . He 
sets about organising the burning of the Chateau. 
“When the night deepens fire is set to it from four 
Erections ond in a short time it is all abloze. The 
tocsin rings impatiently, the rider from the Chateau 
•cries “ Help,” but no ^ one stirs out, not even the 
officers and soldiers of the prison I'lie villagers 
iSiQ enjoying the sight. They gather round the 
house of Gabelle who had to do with the collertion 
of rents and taxes, and nie impatient for an interview 
with him. He foresees the danger, shuts his house 
securely and himself goes to the house-top. The 
burning of ihe Ohntenu continues the whole night. 
The chapter nUo alludes to similar occurrences 
throughout France. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

The storm still continneb in Fiance., The no» 
hies are emigrating to England and TellsOn's Hank 
is their hend-qnnrters. 'I’lio king has been sus» 
pended from office; all Government lins been 
pninlysed. The will of the Paris mob is the only 
effective law, * 

t 

s. • One day in August 1792 Dnrnny is in Tellson^s 
*rying^in rain to persuade Lorry from going, over 
).P«ris'tORuregnurd the ijiiercsts of the French 
blanch of the Bank.. As Darnuy is talking, a letter 

■t A • 



is brought addressed to him as ^^Monsieur heretofore 
the Marquis St. Evremonde.** The French nobles 
lounging about Tellsou’s and Stiyver who happens 
to be there have something contemptuous to sn^ 
about him. When these have gone, Daruay offers 
to deliver the letter to the addressee. It is from 
Gabelle who appeals to Darnay to conic and save 
him from the mob as he has been thrown into the 
prison of the Abbayc awaiting his trial for being 
the tax-collector of the Evremonde family. Darnay 
makes up his mind to go for the help of a faithful 
family-servant and expects good reception from the 
mob asainst wbo^e interests he has done nothing 
He goes to Lorry in the 'evening to see him 
and asks him to convey to Gahelle, on behalf of the 
person addressed to by him, that he would ne 
coming^ very soon. To spare Lucie the pain of 
separation and her father the dutiger of reviving 
old associations of France Darnay departs 'for France 
on the following day without informing them, 
leaving letters for them behind. 


BOOK Ml 

/ 

CHAPTER I. 

Darnay has traveled a few miles of his journey 
when he rngins to see that them is little hope of 
retnrn. In every place there are armed citizens apd 
everybody is examined before he is allowed to pro- 
ceed. In a little town, on the high road, still a 
long way from Paris, he is roughly awakened in the 



middle o£ the night bj a, local official and* three 
armed soldiers in 'red caps aiilS told that he is to be 
sent on to Paris under an esioit When they come 
to the town o£ Beauvais, a crowd gathers around 
him and mahy voices call loudly “Down with the 
emigrant” — Such is the feeling of the people against 
emigrants. He is on the point o£ being, roughly 
handled by the mob when the escort conducts nim 
fnto the yard and shuts the double gate. They 
stert again at midmight when all is quiet and arrive 
before the walls o£ Paris early ne:st morning. On 
pkpers being shown to the guard they are allowed 
to cross the barrier. . Dapay has to wait for half 
an hour on his saddle and is then taken into a room 
where a' mail is sitting • at the table After a few 
qnestaoas the man aslm Defarge to take Damay to 
•fee .prison of La F,orce with the words ** In secret.” 
Darnay protests and declares his innocence, bnt it 
is of'no avail. The Revolutionary Grovernment has 
passed new* decrees, denouncing ail emigrants. On 
his way to the prison D,arnay in vain asks Defarge 
to communicate to Lorry the fact that he has been 
ordered to go to La Force. Damay is txJcen into a 
vaulted chamber and thence to his lonely cell iu the 
prison of La Force” amidst expiessions of sympathy 
from other prisoners. 

CEPtEE-li'.' 

1 , I 

Tepsdn’s Bank^ in Paris, is in a wing Of a large 
himse which hal'once belonged'.fo a grfeat noblemanl 
The ^ house ^ been, cohfiiscttted aud is' used for 
^ 9 by ’the cibzen "patriots. ^Lony 'is 

o’f troubled times when all bf a 
mdentHe dobr OpraVbne 'evening and •Man'ette and 


OLucie enter accompanied by thecUld and Miss Proas. 
XiOrry is shocked whliln , Lucie tells him that her 
fauamnd is a pnsOher at La Force. Almost at the 
'Same time a loud noise o£ feet and voices comes 
pouring into the courtyard— li band of rulBaiis is 
coining to sharpen their ‘\<'eapons nt the grindstone. 
Yhe doctor turns totvards the window, whoreupotf 
Lony nebs him impatiently not to look out. ThOf 
doctor assures Lorry that no harm can come to him 
as be has charmed life in this city** having been 
a I3astille prisoner. There < upon Lorry tells him 
not CO lose even one moment and make himself 
known to the mob and be taken to La Forc& 
Lorry then hurries ' Lucid into his room. The 
doctor introduces Himself to the people in Uie court* 
yard who welcome him wifh cries of “Live the 
Bastille prisoner } Help for the Bastille prisoner’s 
kindred in La Force." Assisted by then he goes 
in search of Damay. 1 > 

CHAPTER III. « 

Lorry removes Lude to a house closcby lest 
the presen 9 e of an cpiij^^t’s wife should imperil 
the Bank. In .the evening Defarge brings' n short 
.note from Manette to Lorry os’kifig him to deliver 
thp, other note to Lucie. ' “They go.tp Lucie’s boiise 
and are joined 'in tbe,conrt-yai^by MadameDcfari^e 
and the ychgeadfie.’ The note is delivered to Lticie 
which fho.ws that Oarnay is iiopeful||or ManCtte is 
€^<^rtyig his inBuent^ in .hi^.favpu^. supprM- 

manner'and threatening.' esp,r^on oi MHaaihe 
Defaige alarms* LheW and sHe, implores Her' in tile 
most pathetic terms to xk merci^tm,t^t8 a cold am- 
appointing response. Lorry tries 'to ehcourii^eher. 
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oHAPTEBir 

' ■ . i' 

/ I ly I 

<■ Dr. Manette is taken the prison o£ La Force 
tbroogh a scene oE* terrible .bloodshed. There . is a 
8el£>appointed.<‘ Tribunal ritting. in the prison dE 
^hich DeEarge is. a member. > Dr. Manette is greeted 
as a Bastille prisoner and succeeds in his emi^vour 
to ‘have Ddmay brought beEore the court and exa- 
minedl < He is on .the* point of being released when 
'fonsome unknown reason he is sent back to interior 
o£ the, prison^ under f^e. guarantee thst„he>eho^d 
he held iuviokte in safe uhstody . The dootbr returns 
on 'the evening o£i the, fourth day of: his absence. 
Menette iiow.«&votes iblinaelEto working as a phy&i> 
<ciaA amongst all classes and is soon appointed the 
inspecting phyridau oE three prisions and among 
them of La Force. He sees Darnay weekly ana 
brings Lucie messages .from him. 


CharleB Dam^ has be^n in prison for a yedr and 
thrM months. The public current of the time has 
jet.t^ strdng agdhst him. " "A new era has begun. 
The king ^ been Executed 'and France' hasbMn 
deda^a Bepublic. A Bevblntionary Tribunal Has 
been set np to try summarily all' charged ‘ with 
^tihty to tlje stete ^d nation j a Oommittee'oE 
.^end S^nty and a Committee of PuhUc Safety 
to hunt and jjdfiai poUlial crime. A Uw 
oC Suspects mp(nrat^ -tU g^yemment to imprison 
my ,pne '^o is .snspeeted’ aiiSl denoanced." The 
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CfiAPTEE V. 

' Manette finds' 'djat a wav o£ bringing tho wife 
and the husband closer, • On some dajs at three in 
‘the afternoon Charles iBaii look out from an upper 
window in the prison ; and, although she cannot see 
him, Lucie walks in a certain place every day from.' 
two until tour. On the third day of her teing there,? 
a wood'ciitter who has his house closeby notices her 
and^ they exchange greetings calling each other 
“citizen** or “citizeness*’. They often meet each 
o^er and to secure his good will she often gives 
him drink-money. (The woo^-entter is no other, 
than tho **mender of roads**). One afternoon j^hile* 
she Is gmng to the usual place Lucie is caught in 
a Carmagnole. She is frightened at the sight wheq» 
Hanette oappens to join her. Directed by Manq|te 
she kisses her hand towards Damay's window. 
Madame Defargc passes by and Manette and she . 
exchange salutatimi. The doctor informs Lude 
that Camay is summoned for trial on the next 
day. They go to give the newd to Lorry and, as- 
they enter, he hnrries some visitor into an inner 
room. (The visitor is Carton). 

CHAPTER VI. 

After fifteen prisoners hare i^en condemned 
in 'an hoar and a half Charles Damay is summon^ 
before the Tribunal of fire judges. The Court- 
room is thronged mth armed men and women. Mr. 

Mw* Defarge am there. Camay is acene^ by the 
public prosecutor ' as an emigrant, whose life is 
forfeit to the Republic.* “Take off his head" is 
the ciy of the ahdience. In answer to the quesrion 
of the President^ Damay deposes Huit 'Ke has lived 



for many years in iOngland by his 6\f n indd^ 
rather than on the industry dE -^e $yerladen j>eo^ 
of 'France, that he'has given up his {itie and positiOb 
as-they aredistasteEulto^himj tHat'his'statedi'entcBa, 
be verified-by Ga^beUe and hiB*£ather-in-law M'knette.’ 
and that he ha^ returned to 'France 'on the pressine 
’ and written entreaty oE a French citizen, Gabelie,'lto 
'{save his liEe. 'The tnention ' of ^ his relationship 
with Manette soEtens the 'heart 6E the anjfehcs 
,and bnngs it over' to his side: Gabelle’s 
‘produced and read and Gabelle confirms it. '' Doct^ 
Janette 'is next questioned. He Shon^s $hat ihs 
Reused w IS his fi'risl friend on' his release from fcs long 
'imprisonment, thki he 1ms throughout ^een faith* 
ful to'him and his daughter and wat he Ha's actually 
■ been tried *f or his life ‘ as^ the foe oE the aristocihtic 
^ ^'vernmeut- and_Enend'oE the Republic. ■ The€or(» 
and ‘earnestness oE his evidence made the jury' and 
Jhe'populace one.* The jury retumb the verdict of 
*’Nbt^Qilty^” and ‘the President declares'^ him 'free 
-'amidsr the applause' oE'the cror^d. ’* 

. ' ‘ CHAPTER to: - ' ' 

On the evening ate pamey’s 
Manette family was wpndenngt how soon it would 


mo^iteOpW') are pnt^ buy |opd aq^ wine.. Hi^iiay, 
. (.Lucie. Manette a^^ sitting jL^eily, awkiang 
evening yiat iwhpn.supenll^Btrange/fOT^ 
P°,^^e steps and^'|L blow is atruck 
o^thej<|oqrv The doctor ,qpen|ttlle ^por, and' ^ 




:Bep^lic. . xt^nj| quesuoned by Dr. Manette'he 
ia^told that*. D&rn^y ihns bera denounced' by the 
'CL^zen iind >Giti1^ncss Defarge and b;; one other 
:nrhose,name is not given. Darnay is led away. 

CHAPTER VIIL 

;; Saving made their small purchases, IMiss , Proas 
^erry turn finally into a yrine-sbop to buy 
HVTiUe their wine is beings measured a man 
^sesltrom a corner and turns to depart. 'He comes 
face to face with Miss Pross who recognises in, him 
.her higher, Solomon. She counplains to him o£ 
'^his neglect in touching words, Jbnt he hurries his 
'.sister out of the siiop and thera is evident' coldness 
‘in his words. He emphatically asks her to go away 
her miking to him would injure his interests. 
'Jerry interrupts their conversation and asks 'him 
^what 'he was called when he was a spy-witness at 
,^e Bailey. At this stage Sydney Carton strikes 
in and answers Jerry’s question by saying “Borsad.^* 
Carton tells B-arsad that he 1ms seen mm coming 
from the prison of the Conciergeric, has follow^ 
{ him into the 'wine-shop and listened to his convec- 
■sation. On Carton’s request Barsad accompanied 
.him to -Lorry’s lodging. Sydn^ Carton con’i^s to 
, Lorry the news of Darnay’s arrest which he has, 
; heard from Barsad. Carton shows Barsad .that 
; there are so many suspicious ciroumstohees against 
- him, — such as his living under ' a false .name, his 
; havinp; been- employed as.a spy by the aristocratic 
; English government, the enemy of 'France,. Jlus 
, asrooiation with another Englishman a French'l^j^ 
{ Cly^whom* he has seen. wiWi 'Barsad lat'tlhe wind* 



shop), — that i£ he were deAounctd as a £oe to the 
Bepnblic he would be in very^^ve danger oE'tL 
giiillotine. Barsad knows how dangerous his pou' 
tiion is for be remembers* another 'weak point 
which Carton does not know how the terriUt 
lUadame Defarge once saw through his spying 
under the lately overthrown government. Barsad ii 
puzzled but protests against calling Gly his ^^fellow* 
sheep’’ for as he says, Cly has been dead several jeati 
.Jerry, who is sliding behind, gets excited ani 
'.gives a lie to Bay^d's statement. Carton thei 
askew Barsad to retire to a spearate room and hav 
one final word dlohe. [Barsad acrapts Carton^ 
^ropo^.] - . ’ ' 

♦ .s. . . , , , CHAPTER IX. 

While ' Barsad and Carton are talking in th 
idarkVoom, Lorry takes Jerry to task, for Jer^ 
excited contradiction o£< B-arsad’s claim > about U' 
has given him a strong ground to suspect his fot 
'occupation. Threatened with dismissal Jerry admit 
in aground about way and' promises to give it up 
In the meantime Carton comes out, his threat 
having ended' in Barsad’s accepting his proposal 
Carton joins Lorry and tells him that he hna 6Q8nre( 
access to Charles Oarnay with the help of the spy 
but the actual nature of the plans Carton does no 
confide even to him. He accompanies Lorry to thi 
^te of Lucie’s , house and asks him not to tell hfei 
OT him or 'of the .interview. To follow -in her 
‘^teteps Carton treads her path to ..the. prison of 
'ia force Md stands before .it about 'ton o^cloek at 
night, wood*8«wryer attracts his notice and 
they, exchange greetings. Sydney, has .onot gonfr 



This treatment continued till he died on th^ 
bo^plm of his t^ife. Then she was taken away by‘ 
the* hoble. I followed him with my sword and 
w^eh he found me in his palace he gave nfie this 
g^Qrd-thrust.” The boy here stops and dies. The 
Cftse of the ^rl is (dso hopeleb and she too dies 
yithin two days. The Marquis then requests 
‘Manette to keep the whole thing secret. Mnnette 
finds it impossible to do so and on the following., 
morning he writes a private letter to the Minister 
^ving all the details of the story. In the evening 
on the same day he is colled by a man outside for 
an urgent case. The carriage is waiting at the door 
and he gets into it. As soon as he is put of the street} 
a muffler'is drawn lightly over his head and his -arms 
are bound. The two brothers come out from the 
dark corner of a street and the Marquis shows him 
the letter which he has written to the Minister and 
bums it before him. He is then taken to the Bas- 
tille to be kept as a prisoner. The document con- 
cludes with the following words : — 

**And them and their descendants, to the last 
of their race, I, Alexandre MAnette, in 
my unbearable agony, denounce to the 
times when all these things shall be 
answered for. 1 denounce them to 
Heaven and tu Earth." 

(The document was written in 1767} 
GHATER XI. 

On the recommendation of Barsad the guard 
jpremits Damay to embrace Lucie and to have a 
few parting words. Lucie faints and is borne .to 
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. .CHAP'BER X. 

(TriM bontlnues.) 

* I i r •* 

; The doeament recites the story ot the Doc1%!i, 
f eafferings, details the abonimable iniquities o£ 

St. Evremonde family (to 'which Darnay belongt^ 
and ends by denoncung them and their descendant^i 
to the last of the race, to the times when all snch' 
things shall be answerd for. A terrible sound ariseif 
jnrhen the reading of the document is done. Charles 
Pamay is declared .to be enemy of the JKepnblic 
hfad sentenced to die .within twenty four hours. 
He has to wait .for his execution .in the prisoii 
-of the Oonciergjerie. , 

'* . • Summary^of the document; 

One evening in December 1757 Doctor Manetti 
is out for a walk when a carriage drives up an( 
two young nobles come out and ask him to go witi 
them immediatly for an urgent case. Docto 
Manette goes with them and finds a young handsomi 
girl screaming aloud and staring. Then he is takei 
to another room where he finds a peasant boy al 
most on the point of death with a sword^thrust a 
^he back of his head. The boy relates his etorj 
He says ** The wrl you have seen in the other roon 
is my Bister. She was married to an honest peasan 
Md one of these two Everemonde brothers, th 
brother of the Marquis, saw my sister and fell iL 
love with her. He asked her husband to send heir 
to biiu for satisfying his wicked love ; but the 
' - refused. In order to compel him to ‘lend 

« j ® ^ , noUe, he was put to the cart duVibk 
Ofty and made ‘to quiet the frogs at nighti 



( M- ) 

T£lib coi^likiiied till lie ditid on th'e' 

boB^ o£ his \^i£e. Tben 'she T7aa ' taken! aTvay 
1^e'*'iidble. I followed bim with my swbrd and 
crben b'e found in bis palace be gave me this 
BfWord^tiirnst.” The boy b^ stops and dies. The 
of the girl is also hopeless and she too dies 
within tivo days. ' The ' Marquis then requests 
iManette to keep 'the whole thing secret. Manette 
fmds it impossible to do so and on the following, 
morning he writes a'private letter to the Minister 
giving all the detads of the story. In the evening 
on the same day he is called by a man outside for 
an urgent case. The carriage is waiting at the door 
and he gets into it. As, soon as he is put of the street 
a muffler 'is drawn lightly over his head and histirms 
are bound. The two brothers come out from the 
dark corner of a street and the Marquis shows him 
the letter which he has written to the Minister and 
bums it before him. He is then taken to the Bas- 
tille to be kept as a prisoner. The document con- 
dndes with me following words : — 

“And them and their descendants, to the last 
of their race, I, Alexandre Mdnette, in 
my unbearable agony, denounce to the 
times when all these things shall be 
answered for. 1 denounce them to 
Heaven and to Earth.“ 

(The document was written in 176r) 


OHATBR XI. 

On thb recommendation of Barsad, the guard 
bremits Damay'tb embrace Lhde and to wve'a 
lew parting words. Lude faints and ie bonie4io 



'I^e carriage by Carton in his arms. When thi 
carriage arrives at Manette's house, Carton lifts her 
again and lays her down on a couch. On Lorry^ 
suggestion Doctor Manette makes up his mind to 
mid:e another attempt for Darnay’s release and' 
hopes to retnrn to Lorry’s by 9 o’clock in the evcv 
sing, where Carton may hear what he has been able 
to do. Lorry and Carton go out and have i^o'hope 
of Manette’s success. 

• CHAPTER XII. 


jr Carton goes out into the btreets’ at 7 o’clock in 
the evening, his ' ohject being to ra'nke^ bis face 
faimliat'to the people so that the removal of Darnay 
from the prisoiy may excite no suspicion. IHe 
goes ‘into Defarge’s wlne-bbop and asks for a gass 
of wine, deliberately speaking in bad broken French. 
Jacques Three and The Vengeance are the only 
other customers in the shop ; and, fearing ' nothing 
from the sti anger who apparently knows so little 
Ftett(.h, they coiuinuc their couvergation. Citize- 
nesg Defarge is bent upon the cxteimination of the 
whctle EvieTPdiule family. She is the shier of the 
woumled giil and i be boy on whom Dr. Maneite atten- 
ded and nurhiiig short of exteiminaiion can fcati‘.fy 
her. Lucie and her girl and even the Doctor are 
therefoie in duif»cr of lifci Caitou' ictnrns to 
Loriy a at the appointed honr> Loriy goes to 
Lucie utid coitics buck to his place Hlanettc returns 
house of Lorry and it is evident 
that he has had unotj^ier relapse. As scon he conies 
he asks for his bench .and tools, t'arton tells 
4*orri all thai he has beard at the wine bhop and 
V to have his ,hqrties icudy the next' dav 
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that they may fly to Englaxid at 2 o’clock in tli4 
iftemoOD. Carton asks Lorry to keep in ' his own 
possession not merely his own passpor^ bat those 
roF the Doctor and' his ^ughter (which he ^ has 
takcm out from the doctor’s case), and the one 
vhich idlowed " Sydney Carton, advocate, English ” 
to pass out. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

*' Darnay spends what he thinks to be hiS last 
evening in~ writing lettero to Lade, Manette and 
Lorry. At one o’clock the next day, the day fixeA 
lor his^execution, Damay is'sarprisra to see Carton 
in his cell. Carton under the pretext^! having brought 
a request from Lucie, a8k8.*DaTnay to take off his 
boots and coat and to wear those of Corton. Damay 
understands that* Carton wants to send him out of 
the prison and, thinking his escape to be imposible^ 
protests. Carton insists, saying that Darnay’s es- 
cape is not contemplated, and he has to yield, 
(''arton then asks Darnay to write to his dictation. 
While Damay is writing, Carton holds bis medicine 
dose to his face. Darnay becomes gradually insen- 
sible and is stretched on the ^ound. Carton dreok 
see himsdf quickly in the dothes the prisoner has 
laid aside^ combs his hair and ties it with the rib- 
bon the prisoner has worn. The unconscious figure 
is takm out os Carton by Barsad < and is quietW con- 
nv^ed to librry^s lodgings. The iippointed time 
comes and Carton is bdng taken to the place of exi- 
Gution. A young j^mstress *who has been with 
Damay in Force asks Carton to hold her witli< 
his hand while, tb^ go together to the place of 
execution, for' that would give her more courage. 
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On examining him dosely she discovers that he is 
a di£Eerent man who is dying for Oatnay,tbut Carton ^ 
warns her not to cry out at her discovery* by ‘ pres-^'^ 
ing her fingers and touching hbr lips. 

.At" the saifie moment h coach drives up to' the 
Barrier. The travelling • papers' ‘are ‘ • handed ’ oui:.\ 
The examination is satisfactory and Dr. i^Iahette, 
Lucie and her child, Lorry and Darnay (as ‘ the ' 
Binglish advocate) leave /Pans behind. 


CHAPTER XIV. 

‘,iJ 

i^Madame Defarge, The Vengeance and Jacques 
Thre^’ are holding'a: conference in ‘ the ■ shed of the' 
wood-sawyer t—Lncie and her child will* be de- 
nounced by Madame Defarge. The wood-sawyer 
wiUi 8\frear that he, has ‘Seen Lucie making signals 
outside the prison, there being a I)lot to rescue a 
prisoner. Madame Defarge will go to Lucie’s house' 
and will, certeinly find, her mourning for her hus- 
band, pnd it is a capital crime ' to* mourn for and 
sympathise .with a.victim of the guillotine. Madame 
Defarge asks the V engeance to go ahead of her to' 
the place of execution and to keep a seat resetv^ 
for her. She herself goes towards -Luoie’s house. ' 


Miss Press and Jerry have been left behind to' 
start a litde later. This is 'done to avoid 'overload- 
ing Camay s conch and to reduce to the htmost'ihe' 
W n Ae pwbehgers: 

^m the Cathedral door at 8 o’clock to avoid suspi- 
cion and Jerry .sets out to make c'the necessarv 
^'Proai sew -Madame De^ 
mmg. She -finds the' doors'' all open. .Feeing 
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that she might suspect Lucie has escaped,^ Mist , 
Press at once closes the doors. Miss Press is also 
determined to keep Madame Defarge there hj force 
so, that Lude and her party may have enough time 
to escape. Madame Defarge asks her to open the 
■ doors, but she refuses. Then she calls out, and no 
one responding, opens three of the doors and finds 
the rooms in disorder. Her suspicions are roused 
and she tries to look in at the fourth door. But 
Miss Pross is stronger and holds her close by the 
waist. She tries to draw out her dagger, but as 
Miss Pross is holding her tight at the waist, she fails. 
Then she draws out a pistol from her breast but Miss 
Pross strikes at it and It ^oes. Madame Oefoigd 
falls lifeless and filiss Pross is deafened for lifp. 

Miss Pross and Jerry are on their way out to 
London. 

CHAPTER XV. 

The fifty-two doomed prisoners for the day arc 
carried in six tumbrils to the place of execution. 
Carton is sitting at the back of the third tumbril 
holding a girl’s band. He gently places her with her 
back to the guillotine They kiss each other’s lips. 
The girl meets her fate bravely and is followed by 
Carton. In after years, his name was held sacred 

Damay and Lude and their descendants one of 
whom bore the name of Carton. If his thoughts 
at the last moment could have been recorded wej 
would have been ; — 

** It is a far, far better thing that I do, than 1 
have ever done; it is a far, far better rest 
that I go to than 1 have ever known.” 




Afri, Struthrnttr^immfs Soutbcote (1760~1814}; 
religions monomaniac, who after being till mid- 
le life a devout methodist, began in about 1790, 
} pr^nim herself a prophetess, and gained &any 
)jiverts. . ' 

,Chnk Lane Ghost — In 1762 London was agog 
ith reports of spirit rappmgs heard in the house 
f one raisons, of Cock J^ne, Smithfield. Even Dr. 
ohnson seemed to believe in their supernatural 
rigin. Eventually it was found that Parsons, in 
illusion with his daughter, had produced the 
muds, and he was pilloried. 

Defidmt in originality — ^lu imitation of the 
ock Lane Ghost 

Earthly order of events — as against the spiritul 
lies rapp^ ont by the so called Cock Inno (4host 

A fere messayef...Amerira — The reference is to 
be Declaration of ludepcudeni'O by t he Ameri* 
iins in 1776. * 

fiister of the shield and trvtent — Britain Bri- 
einnia is represent(>d with a shield in one hand and 
indent in the other. 

Boiled with exoeedinij sivi/tuess duwn hill^ 

ronght about min and mi.sery. 

Making paper mnnev ami spending it — ^The 
nmediate cause of the Ereuch Bevolution was a 
hronic deficit in finance ' 

Humane achwvemmls-^rQesXxa^ what is really 
leant is actions of inlnnnan crnelty. ^ 

Sentenring a youth ^ sitty yariU — This refers 
j an actual event. But the offence of the young* 
lan was more serious than Dickens admits 




Rnd*»ometinic*« they would nut \»*nd tbeiv eavs even 
to the sti-oiu^est arguments 

Spiitm /»/ hnjm — Hope iinpatts enthusi<umi’’an.cl 
hnoyauoy to Kn individual as tho spring seems to 
impart to nature. 

Wintur 0/ </#'«p«tr-t)pRpnir or nt^ bopelessuess 
dejects a man as winter seems to deject nature 

Siw/io of itit noisiett etc. — People considered it 
eitb/er as the best or as the worst period in history. 
Those who condhnned it, spoke of this revolution-, 
niy^jeriod as* the lowest stage of d^giudation, and 
those who pnused it spoke of it as marking the, 
dawn of the highest ot human Civilisation ; 
some took it to he an hhinixed evil which others 
looked upon it its dawning the happiest period in 
history. ' 

I I t • » * 

The Kino with a large jav)»,,Bnpland — George 
III (1760-1S20), and Charlotte Sophia. A large 
jaw is taken to be an indication of low intelligence. 


A Mng with a large jaw .^•Fi^anGt — Louis XYI 
and Mari Antoiiietth. 

Preserpee — ^Places for the protection of animals 
for the purpose of sport and hunting. 


Lnane'* andjitikes — The allusion is to the mira- 
de of the feeding of the people in the Bible. Here 
it means 'material and political gain. ^ « 


Spiritual reflations., .at that favoured periodr^ 
There were a number of* qtiritual manifestations’ 
"n' iwhgious movement The tone Ms sarcastic, 
• t serious. 
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!I?hq natrated in tho.novol consists of wopitrts'9 
(1) iho evOtatJr lending to Dr. Slnnetto’s impritonniont.nnd 
bis irifo's dentib (2^ scoond prt. begins %rjth<tI^o ‘doctor’s 

Bcqoi^'and Sydney^’ Carton’s oxocntion ns 

ChArlos Damay'vritb''a prophetic glimW into the future 
•Thqngh'at first sight the novel SOems^to ddal'VriUi (he latter 
•pnrt, the first -part is'neTorthelosa ns dmportnnt ns the Inttor 
one. JMfo^ovor iho mofivoq vfi^iding soveml obamolors 
cannot ho grasped ftor can they bo ' properly appreciated 
unless the fmt pprt oftho.sto^ » understood in . every 
'det^.' Thh ohhmoter 'of'Madnmo Dcrarge is nh example 
exnotly'to the point. The fn&t that the author has allotted 
more space fqr iho latter port an(^ elaborated it by infro> 
duoing^oharaciers and actions unnecessary for the develop- 
ment of Ihe plot 'Cannot and do not minimise the importance 
of and ohr interest in the first part of (ho sloiy. And, hut 
for the .chamctei', of Sidney Carton, the real interest ^^ould 
have centred round the first part aiid^would have rendered 
the vrhole book dry and dull. 

- I ft ft 

The second part of the storj- begins with this 
chapter, and we meet hlr. Jarvis Lony of Tellson's 
Baim, tnistee of Dr. Manette’s property, travelling 
by ihe.Dover mail, and Jerry Crmichor having* a 
hint at the lattCr^s ' kofust trade. This ohapte** 
also serves to intensify the sense of danger and 
mystmy already awakened. 

c^Ettoh teas hidden... of the lody — ^because they 
did not speak a single word; tliey had wrapped up 
their own bodies with clothes so that the other 
two did not know what' (he other was like or how 
he looked, and they judiciously kept silent^ for to 
bp, forward in making ocquamtauecs would make 
^em liable to be susijectcd os a man ga hsring 
information for the robbers. 



, Posting Aoiise-a. house 3yhero horses were 3^’ 
j^for.hireto taraivellers to ride to the next posting 
house. • ^ 

I 

Thi hearts of the pa88e7igei'8,„^J,€a>pectati<m^ 
'the pa^engers expected an attack and were hold- 
ing their breath out of anxiety and fear. And 
^t-ihth ^e passing of every second their anxiety and 
oDnoern deepens, which made then' pulses beat 
faster. 

/ • 

/' Hifs hoaresr than suits fnS'—His hoarse vcnce 
arouses a suspicion in my mind. 

' Nation — coutradtion for damnation. 

- * The passengers were anxiously expecting Jerr] 
&nd lorry to turn out to be robbers and therefon 
pretended to have fallen asleep. They were readj 
to allow themselves to bo robbed rather then risls 
ing their lives, because he who keeps awake run 
the risk of being attacked fiist. 

In this chapter we get'a very clear and graph'ii 
picture of the hazards of long journey* in ■ thosi 
days. The picture though it originates a sense o 
mystery and fear in us is not without its humours 
Dickens being a humorous writer by pre-emineno 
treats us with nn innocent laugh or two here an< 
thoie. 


CHAPTER ni 

This chaiiter bus nothing toMo with the de- 
velopment of the plot. It only serves the pura^ 
ol heightening the reader’s expectations. - ^ ^ 



r Profound secret and have absointe-,] 

f no moans of having a full knowledge of what* 
ither men are thinking. E%'erybody has his ^pwn 
deas about things and has his own motives guraing 
lis actions which no other man can fully giasp. 

leates of this dmr ^oa^The seorets^f thi^ 
leart nearest^to me. ♦ ; 

Because it is impossible. 

R*ad it a/7*7-Have a complete knowledge of all 
ke ideas and imaginings it contains. ^ 

This ta^aikomabie water — ^The heart of my 
nost bolov^ ones. The human mind is called 
tnfathomablo water because it is impossible t^t ' 
[ shall ever be able to dive into all the workings 
)f the heart 

Momemtary lights glanced into it — ^hladothe 
Evorldngs of the mind clear to us; gave us oppor* 
Lnnity of inferring th ethougts and ideas of oUier 
ninda 

. MoiMtttary lights — Actions which for ther tine 
being give us ja^clue to the innermost thioughts. 

Buried treasure and other things submerged— 
rhe innermost thoughts, ideas and motives of a 
human being. 

It teas appointed— J)estin,ed. 

Shut with a spring — Close suddenly and all at 
once, and without our intending it oven. 

For every and for evar'-**Beoome the dead re- 
tumenomore. 

when 1 read but a page-^Whem had grasped 
only very little of what it contained. Bfowevm: 
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much may Tve try wc can have only a very Kltie 
glinip&e into the vroihih^ of ’the' heai’t which lies 
nfejtfe&t'to ns. 

• .'<■ 'A-fm * . 

JSiernal/rost-r-denth 

i * 

was playing on, its surface — It was 
atye and there was opportunity , for infcmng 
the thoiishts and .ideas from its action and words. 

[Ch®-^ which distingusihes 'on? 
pSfsbn^frSih another. 


* Jnfierniost Cpersone^ty — thoughts and • ide'as 
wihch are pecnliar to thcit individuahalone. 

.plain sbei^ however much a 

person imy he mtimaiie 'mth mb and hdVeyer much 
may 1 I can nevey expect to acquire a complete 
knbwlddge of the inher<vorking& of his heart I may, 
now ahd^then^ havb a glimpse hito hiS heart but 
thkt'wiirehablo'meto haJvb'dhly a partial knowledge 
of what goes in his mmd. 


; (**(l I* * i * 

In.thispnss^ the.human, mind is compared 
toaBrol/OTTSo'iflea^ olit ti the .riaalig^of 
thel^K, at^d 'to Yh'e ^closing .of the book 
wi£h a Spiking. • I'tiS'alw dompa’rbd'to'a sheCtof 


water its 
on ist smfkce 



it IS the i^o^ahlp.. lif^s mind-r-Every human 
he^jhas wiinm itsdlf ‘'thougliW mid' ideas which 
arehomid%l*efiihin amys^''tb bthdi^\ 'ShSh 
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* Not' alieiiated inheritanee — Secrets of liis mind. 

j&cwctn^^-Makmg evident or clear beyond doubt 
Minister eiqtression — ^Dark and evil look. , 

Line ofhieinees — Body snatching Hd iLsed to 
dig out graves and steal whatever he could get 

Took sueh 'shapes as arose otU of the messnuje'i^'' 
Jarvis Lorry’s message "Kocalled to lifo” perplexes 
Jerry w:hose guilty conscience begins to work on His 
mind and sets up illusions of ghosts and apparitions. 

jP^i!fota*»A$cri£to6i^->lnexplicabl6 to one another; 
eftph of them seemed a mystery to the other two. 

Drafts were tao 2 ^ed-Ac(^pted and paid when due. 

'This ob^er gives as aitinagbi into iho character of 
Mr. Jarns Lorry. He is a baohuor and confidential clerk 
to the Tellson’s Bank. Ho has only two attachments in 
his, life, one being the Bank where he is empltyed. 
Even daring hb jonrnoy, ho droams of the Bank, its tran4> 
Bodons and its secnridcs. As we shall see later on the well- 
teing of the Bank is the most important tiling for him 
and eclipses bis love Tor the l^lanette fomily. His other 
attachment is his aiSsetion for the family of Dr. Manetto. 
He droains>nf Dr, Mnnotte, of his resono and is rather 
ansions to find him a happy man once more. .He h one of 
the most disintorested-mends of the family, a friend and 
comnaiuon of Dr. Miuette, d sinoere weH-vridicr of Lncie. 
In this ohapter vreUnd hba dreaming of the ‘Bink and of 
Dr. Mdbotte and wheneiVor’wo ’iidli rheet him again wo will 
find him in oonneotion with either of die two. ' > 


CHAPTER IV. 

'This' chapter hitrodtices tba* beroihe, and in- 
di^tly holts lat'ihc fisfst ^p^rtloTtbe ktofy'contained 
in thislicok r. -WCI^lall 'that she ''became An 
orphan when she wAsonly'tiwb '^krs old;’Mt*Hve 
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%iU hd,ve no* uhie as tfi liow niid ^yhe^e abe ms 
brought up We are also introduced to Misa Press, 
a semicoinic.-but s^Wy innxfftaiit character because 
it is througb her tba- Dickeus biiii^ about whats- 
is known in literature as “poetic jastice” and what 
the author hinihelf calls “an act of divine justice’’, 

ParM-Ori^irnWy a boat for canyiug packet of 
state dispatches, hence a small mail-boat. , 

tovMtd-AX that period i*ooms of an iun or hotel 
had names assigned to them instead of numbers a^ 
they have to day. 

AUipuoh inti omt Mnd..,name out of it — ^l^ple 
who travel!^ by the mail were almost \iny«ably 
h^yily wrapped up from head to foot jb^ aa 
the Concord was generally assigned to, the man pas* 
sengeis, cdl of them looked almost the same when ‘ 
they first entered the room. But when they came 
out in plaiu dress they could be easily distinguished. 

Bj/ accidmit — Ironical, -really they were loiter- 
ing out of curic^ty. , 

Seemd-hmd cares and on-rSecond-hand 

clothes cannot be expected to fit the, wearer smartly 
and are, generally, speaking,' a bit toio loose so that 
they come off and come on very easily, sometimes 
even without the wearer intending it. Mr. Iiony of 
Tellson’s Bankbmngan old badielor cannpt be 
expected to have car® and anxieties of his o rt n ; of 
course, being a confidential ' clerk in the Bank he 
was always busy with the worries of other ptople. 

Butth^had no permanent effect ei^e? on hS mind 

» on his.body, b^nse they were not his oim. 

PMcatwy— Eelating to fiskes. 



A qtiatiiiiy of ftmlfino about by night and^ look- 
ing 8itmpflrtl — The refoi’enco isj to the snaugglin^ of ) 
bmndy. tea eto. which was very commbn in Eng- 
land in .those days. 

Small tradfsnien., larae fortunes — Becau^ they 
'earned on smuggling which Was their principal 
source of income • 

With an, air ofsiohd desperation — After the 
ni^ner of a man who is in utter despair. ' 
Prhilege of filling np blank /hrww-Befers^to the 
notorious Utters de catchet: sealed warrimls' issued 
by thc^rench Kings upto the time of the Bevolu-^ 
t tion, Jmthorising the an'est of individuals who'toight 
be dewed dangerous to tbe State, and their ^teiH* . 
tion imprison for an indefinifepeiiod without a tiihlii 
' Omviofi — ^Literally iheons fbigetfidness. Here ' 
lit means the darS: coll of a piison whence he may 
never come out' , ‘ , 

''ift might have been alreadg tinyedwith 
she had been living in uncertainty whether his 
father is dead or alive. 

Credentials — *• Certificates 'which can be used 
imOng strangers ns warrants for credit or authority. 

Grenadier wooden mea8ttre--Oremdier Guards 
were distinguished by wearing tall caps. Hence 
the esmression means a veiy tml measure. 

; A village in England. 

^ ^Tlw.oliapter is veiy important in-os^nolMis it ^vos tu 
iBn intigbt ^ into tho twee of the most important ohoraotera | 

' vis., Lnoie, the heorine, ■ ifr. ftony, ’ and Miss Fross. It * 
i is also in this chapter that the author bimgs ont the mrat 
remarkable bharaoteristios^of these three fignres, leaving ont 
isoaroely any remarkuble peomiaiily for later events to 
bring mto prominence (excepting, of donzse, Mu»Fro8i*8 
Idve for her brother Solomttti). 
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As ff^rds Lnoie Haneite, \re get her earl^ history so far 
as it^. neoessaty for. the later dovelopmeDt qf the plot;,y;e 
also notioe the most important trait m her oharaoter, Iter 
lovQLii^r her father vrhom die has praotioolly never seen ahji 
vrl^^ die knows to be dead. have been free.' 'I'luifVe 
happy, yeOuB ghost has never hannted me I <* These 
lire the word^ that she niters when, she oomes to realise that 
heirhither is alive and has been all these years a .prisoner, 
and ^ese words ^ve ns ample material to jndge her 1« fliing ii 
for her father— feelings, whioih will be fonnd to be her ^oat 
peoj^ar,oharaoteri8fio'. ’ ' ' - .r •.! 



of the baby.'X/noie, when* her poor mother died of 'broken 
*heaVt. 'In spite of lys xepeated statements to the oon^i^, 
Jie^rhas .a’ jwriliine effiSofion for Lnoie. “FeelingS;! 
L(^ve no ,itime for^hem, no ohanoe of them. I .pass my 
.whole life, mis^ in tnming an immense peonniary mangle" 
Kiys Mx, Lorry, And yet eveiy word that he niters, ever^ 
,panse that he makes, betray an rmderonrrent'of pity, lovb ■ 
•and’pride^pity for the dootof, his ^vife and the orphan now 
•inso^iloli^ (ui^etyf and ^dstress, dovp for Lnoie, ms ward 
whom he has bronght npall these years without fallo.iWng 
himself to her, ^own, and jpride^llmt ins {-word has grown 
np^to.snoh a blooming,. beantifoLand happy irirL , AjqdLwe 
^oaniiOT hni support ifir, Oartod in what that reokle^ gemns , 

“if ypn knew' 'iraat.a ooh£ioi 

^ <mmthe bnsmess mind, when» the bndness' 'mind is ! 
divided betweenfcOod-hatarediimpnlBe andtbndness appeaii- 
anoes, yon would be amused, Mr. djainay.” 
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CHAPTER V. 


In tins chapter \re have theflTst ^impsa:mto 
the wine shop of St Antoine with its pi*opr^tor 
Monsieur Beforge and his wife the teniblo mada^ 
BefiUge. It is also for the first time that 
meet Dr. Manctte almost a wreck buf^-stUl alive, 
the Jacques, who play so important a part in the 
stor}' of the Hermution ana Gaspard, a typical 
ie\qitttiqncuy. This is really a very powerful cop- 
ter, fioltof bignificance and omens which ftiakcs 
thi& sloiy a very high-strung one, ‘ 

The ^Vino-shop — why dfies Dickens introduce’, 
this wine shopi It is became h^muted io' foUo\^ 
history as closely as possible witlrou^ mai nng^ts 
^alue as.a piece of fiction. *‘W6 irihst alwavg remem* 

. ber. ill order to understand the tremein'ouF paco 
at which the jctevolution dereloncd, that the year 
17St) marks an almost unparalleled agitation of 
public opinion. League symptoms of this ambi- 
tion \vcr» the innumerable pamphlets and newspa- 
pers which accompanied the events of the day 
with cxplanatciy comment, but a still more striking 
witness of the uxaltatiou of men’s minds was ofibred 
by the dlubs Clubs for consultation and debatu 
b^ame the great demand of the horn; they ai-ose 
spontaneously in all quarters, in fact cQ/f n 

Aouifi aojitirtsd through the passion of its /regvm- 
ferst tke rkaracter of a political assod(Uum Of all 
these unions the Jacobtus soon won the most in- 
fiucntial position. Bf^^ning moderately enough, 
they oilcred a meeting-point for the con^tutional 
aad educated elements, and rapidly spread in nnm- 



^ that it could be fairly claimed by the indi^anir 
people that the principle of taxation which obtain^ 
in their own country was to relieve those who w 
not need relief, and to bnrden those who were 
i’eady overburdened. ^ I' 

' The commoners or members of the Third Estate^ 
who wcie shut out from the places of author^* 
reserved to the first two estates of the reafiA^t 
vFcre reduced to finding an outlet for their cnergfli 
in the field of business enterprisc^r else iu litemturd 

They succeeded in piling up u'ealth bot Ii imParis* 
and in the cities of the provinces, nnfU their* 
resources constantly inoreasM through thrift and 
'hal’d work, for exceeded those of the nobility, who 
conccraed themselves only with elegantly spending 
what they had and what they could borro^^ 
Thus the Third Estate had long lieen lietter off 
than the nobiUty; and now they proceeded to 
surpass the iiobilit^' in other resjKJcts, for increase 
of wealth hiUl brought increase of leisure, of the 
desire and power to learn and grow. 

Bnt the case was different with the vast 
majority of French suhj'ects, who arc often called 
the Fourth Estate, and who embraced the two 
utterly wivjtched classes of the. urban proletariat 
and the p^nts. The proletariat was composed 
of the wusaiis and day-bibom-ers, and was o^ving 
to the feet that the middle class controlled the 
commercial and industi-ial situation by means of 
close corpomti(ms called guilds, completely under 
the heel of ife richest fellow-citizens. But still 
worse on tb^ the working j^ople were the. 

s 
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IKSasnnta, for their obligations exceeded alljnsHce 

reason. The laid of tlio mtlnor exacted 1 * 011 !.^ 
irom them, tlio Clmrch levied tithes, and the king 
collected taxes almost at will. The result was 
tjiat the peasants did not have enough left over 
-fiom their toil to live on. And if thc.se regular taxe.s 
did by chance, leave any tiling in their hands, that 
gillie was constantly jeomwlised by certain reinain- 
Sng feudal oblig.itions Thus the lord of the land 
^ad the sole right to hunt, and the peasant was 
f(^bidden to erect fences to shnl out the games 
iltim his field, If the ca\*alcAde fitim the chateau 
dashed over the young wheal in spring, the ^leasgnt 
could do nothing but look on at the ruin of bis- 
year, hold his |icaeo, and stan'c. (Other vexations 
feudal dues were Uic compulsory mending of reads, 
liridge-tolls, and the obigation to grind coni in the 
mill of the lord, and bake bread in his oven^. — 
Adapted from Thatcher and schwill’s. . A general 
Histoiy of Europe; 

lNwhr.abft -looking — ^his eyes betrayed his firm 
determination. 

Whnt Jke deirl„,gall€p tyrti? '-— Iiionseiur 
Defnrgo m^ns to tSay “what kind of place is tliis 
for you to ho found in T St. Antoine being a 
wretched and vicious district of Paris, Defarge 
is rother surprised to find Mr.Lorxy and Lucie 
(whom did not know at time) in such a place. 

Triumvirate — A party of three men. 

Jacques — ^Adapttxl from Jacques Bonhomme 
(Good -man Jack )'the a name assumed y the 
leader of the Peasant revolt in Franco in 1368 
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ngninst'^e IMvilegcd * olaslscs. Henfie the'nafife 

» • 1 r . _ _ * l' 



' /N^^iq^lit — ^ii6t perceptible to touch' .^^^he'hiv 
^t ’self was' Polluted owinfr to deoom-pt/sitiou of "tlie 

^W‘ ; ■■'' ■' 

I**, "f 

^,'Languiitkinff go/td atr — ajr gradually b^p^- 
^hg,pollutecL , . • ' ‘ ‘ ' 

'JVotr^-JJiime ‘ The gr^t gothic Cathedi^^jif 
Paansl.' This was 'founded' in' the 12th century aiifi 
suffefed greatly during tbe RevoMtion. ' It was 
’'thoroughly restored in "th’e 19th centuiy • - 


• j.' 'll'. 


!‘,j- Ti^hokstma, ,a8pii\atvm — a , tieswe!; toT^ards 
pri^perity. ; , . ' . ■ ■ . 

'In' 'this Chaptfet vivid piotuW'^f 

St Antoine and its population,* "arid no ddsdri][)- 
tion be morO piotures^e^ahd.ihore impressive. 
We should keep m mind that the essential'featui^ 
of thOf BevQLlution iwas tthe mob-itile Apid^this 
mob jpnsisted of the Jabourem. and ,th6 .pje^uta 
In mis,gri|phic /description of,Sl}.; Ant^efwe get 
a picture ot tbe conditions of the . wprl^g classy.' 
As 'ltothe condition of ^e peas^ts we shall .get 
one in Bk. III'-ch,,*x, and some in BicH.oh ,yill* 


As has befen alrehdjf «nid, monsienr De&rge ail'd Ufid^me 
Aro,two. of the most importantoMraoters in the novel. 
Bi mdanrar'I)efar^e''wh find a b^lneolkotl 'martial looking 
tiunr of thiry.*' He.is'^dodhWonnd loo^g id WelYhole,* 
bnt<implaoaUle4(iokbg too, 'evidently ’amon of h strohg^esoin 
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Wil a But he p03ae8se!»«a vei^ Bjinpalh^Stia 

Mart. * BEq;, Syrapathiseit 'with>>ike mi^W'^aiid poverty 
ragning around and spnpathises vriUi tile* vrhdm 

he onoe borved. > Heihunself .^alnot in' a miserable state 
bpihw syinpathetio heart is bent upon Teveiige}and'\v;e'jBbod'i 
him the rin^eadertof tno.St. Antoine revolntionhties. > ■, 


‘aatohfalweye that tddom' eeeina tot'look at^nny thing.' 
And it is she who controls monsieur Defarge, and guides 
luaTop Ins path of vengeanoe. (We niU meet her on 
many^oooasioDS nhioh will reveal her peonliarities and the 
mesd^markablo traits of her ohareator). 

If we had any doubt a&to Mr. Lorry’s affection 
for the manette family and his alletempt to sup> 
press any expr^on of it, that doubt is at once 
removed when we find him taking Lucie to meet 
Dr. Manette. "A —a liusmess. busineas 1” he 
lu^^, ^oUit a moalure that twM not of /Us business 
skiminff on his cheek, "C^iie in come in I ” He is 
alSb offonded at D^arg^s making a show of Dr, 
Mamtte. 


“The best novel, surely, like the host play, is that in which 
inner ohnraoter and outward aotian are developed simul^ 
neously; in which growth of mind and heart and will are 
expressed throngh tanmble and striking scene. Th^ allow 
us to watch the groww or the decay of soul even while we 
are fasoinnted by a speotaele’’ (Bliss Ferry) Diokens him' 
self wanted to make this Talc Two' Cities his best novol. 
“1 set myself,” says he, *'the htQe task of mokiug a 
jiduroque story, rising m every chapter with obaraotors 
true to nature, but whom the story itself should express 
more than they ^oud express themselves by diolognes. X 
have fancied a story of incident might bo written, m place 
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Ijesiialiiy tiiat it 'written nndec^that preUncet jMttndin^ 
ti^cbamoters ont in its own morter, and beating their own 
in^^sts ont of them.** 

~Ia order to understand haw far Diokensie snccessfal 
in -folfiDing the task he set before himselfl the stndent 
shonldy braore he proceeds further, take a review of the 
chief charaoters, so far as they have been developed. The 
next book of the novel will lead ns ihrongh as serier of 
**adv^tnres, memdrs, collections of scenes*’ tntA *acaGtien* 
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» 

' kU Crnnoher w thft only hnraoiOTis obrtractet in fhe 
no\oli and 18 an oxiunplo of Dickens* fondness for oarion- 
tvrfi., J erry is the odd-job man at Tellson’s bank. Dis chief 
necidiaVity liosin the fact that thenghhe is’n body snatoher 
he 'oidls himself an '‘honest trades man/* His urife's piety 
' irritates h^ tfod he throws boots at her when ho finds her 
praying. But this erritability is dne to his gml^ oons- 
oienop, nnd*he believes that Hs wife's prayers will have the 
pfiect of rendering his labopr at his “honest trade fntiljle**. 
. He of opinion that his wife prays so that “the bretvd-aiid- 

' bdttor may be snatched oiit of the month of her only' 
'child ’ At' the bieakfast table he resents Mrs Cftinohere,s 
saying grace. ' “Don't do it” says he “ I ain't going to bo 
, blent , out of howe and, homo.' 1 won't have my wittles 
bip»t off my table.” Bnt it has been said that “A Uhle 
* of Cities” entirely rlncjts the element of real hnmonr 

no pi i'domixnmt in' others — for one 6 annut langh very 
hearily or Ve^'often at Jerry and MissiPross* ’ < 

' I I _ 


CHAPTER II. , . , 

* • ■» « « 

This^cliapter infcrodnce^ tho two l^roes of the 
lx)o] 5 ,.Chailes Daiuay, the conventional centre of 
sentiment^ intei'^t, and Sydney Carton,' the great 
' cifaracter for v^hom the 'bock is iaVaona, and' who 
is quietly intibdnt^ aS“a'ri 6 theit*’wigged g^tloma^ 
w^h his hands in his pockets 'whose-whble atten- 
tion seemed^td be concentrated on theceilingf. It 
18 9n.ly,grnduaUy that Carton develops into one of 
the pi eminent figures in the story. The reader 
should note caiefutly the traits in his cHaiacter.ap 
they aw unfolded by the author” — ATat^'of 
7 Wo ( ities in ’ hlacSmiUah’s-Pcfcket 'Anieric^ aiM 
and English Classics '' .<'rrcv.c 
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•** Old Bailejf — wns for mnny centurirs flio 
central Cnminal Court of London It lias noW^ 
been replaced Ijy a new Courts built on tbo .sitG’ 
of tbc famous Xew^ite Prison, and is often referr- 
ed to as the ‘'New Old Knilc}’.” 

Quarterinff — ^Thc body of a man cXbcuted for 
"treason was cut into pieces ainl Ibe pirts wero 
exlibiited in various cities as a wnrining to othei-s 

Tffburn — Previous to 1783 it was the scene 
of public executions. 

^’ejcffate — Executions were transferred to 
Newgate in 1783. We sbuld note that the last « 
public banging was in 1808, and in 1902 New- 
gate waspullra down. 

Altogoher tk^ Old Bnilejf,,.v!as wrong — Tt is 
ot that thnat the proposition “whatever is is right* 
implied or logically contained .the truth of ,the 
proposition 'Nothing that ever was, was wrong’, bat 
that the latter one come in os a 'consequence*. Not 
only did society object to putting an end to what was 
Vrong, but also It began object to bringing to about 
what' was good — ^apart fron any question of refonns 

Bedlam-T)xB himous limatic asylum of London, 
Fomerly one of tiie “sights’*'with regular admission 
fees 

Shmtdng "the md,to be Mr{ntg6t than the stm — 
the sun bad made bis face broTra but sfilt ^ pdle- 
ness was clearly visible on it as a result of liis* 
dangerous situation. 

' Ogerishr-^BM ogre was a man-eating giaint of 
'the fiiiry: tales. 
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• - 

v'*Chi8 chapter i*' important in a* much anll'UlnstraJei 
»(at ia kno^ as one of the chief oharapteristios of D^keni 
^ a vriter, that is, the speoifio sooial purpose with.Trliioh 
jie ■was almostmlurays it^irfed, for in nearly all hi^J^TcIi 
he sets out to attaok some particular abuse or abusea^nd 
to adTOoate some much needed reform.** (Hudson). 

* 

Here tdb, as in the preoeding chapter he attacks the cort- 
aervatism of the nenod. **Alltogether, Old . Baileys ht 
that date, ^ras a onoioe illustration of the preoept, thi^ 
\rhat ever is is rights an'apbrun that vrouH he as final ^ 
tt IS laAy, did it not include the troublesome oonseqnoo^ 
that noth'ng that ever was, was wrong. ' 

**It*s hard in<the law to spile a man. I think. It's h^t 
enough to kill him bnt it*s very hard to 8]n1o liim, Sir.” ^ 

**But, t^e gaol was a vile place, in which most kinds 
of debauchery^ and villainy were practised, and whore ^re 
disea«eK were bred.'* 

» 1 ^ 

- *‘ For, people then pAid to see the play at the old' 
Bailey, just as they ])aid to see the piny in’ Bedlam.” 

**Oh ! they** find him guilty. Don’t you be afraid 
of that.” ’• 

The sort of interest with which this man was stared 
and breathed at, was not a sort that elevated* homanity. 
BLad he stood in peril of a horrible 'senteonC — ^had 
been a o^noe of, any of its savage details being spared by 
so^muoh'wonld he have last in his fascination' ^e form 
that was to be doomed to * be so shamefully tnkngled, was 
the sight, immortal creature that was to be so butchered, 
yields the sensation. .Whatever' gloss the various spect* 
atma put upon the interest, according to their several art* 
and p^era of self'deoeit, the interest was, at, the root of It 
ogensn.”'- ' *• ■ » 

jihesp pi^ges together with his oondemnataon .of the 
cnnunal law And in admiristriitii^ his description of flu 
attitude ef flie crowd of spectators completely, jasti'^ 
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ilnili^n when he “Dioken«> helongf> enUrely fo'Ahe t 

hB'm(uiitttrian inovcmeni of the Victorinii ago, nnil ia imhi^ 
Hlr tU moiit ini]iortant rt*])rc«ontntive in iilorniiiro. 
his ftnd griiorons syni|i.iihy with ‘Hhe ooinpIninTn^j*, 
mUljodit of men,’* by his hem tv scorn of religions hvjioorisy,' 
by his n<>blo oluini]iion’'fiip oF the cnn <(0 of the poor, 
t{M9> ’oppre«i*cl, ho exercised an influence for gootl the 
value of winch it would lie iinpoE&iblo to exaggetare/' (see 
alw Book I chapter I &V). 

As a contrast to the heartlesmoss of the, spectators, 
Aiihor gives ns a pioturo of Lucie Manctte (who appears 
V witnoes agnin'>t D.i'niy) which is enough to convince ns of 
the softness of her heart and her gonoron^ sympathy; '‘She 

^ d drawn close to him (Dr.) in her dread of the scone, 
d in her pity for the prisoner. Her forehead had been 
1i|]dkingly expressive of an engrossin terror and oompassion . 
^hat saw nothing but the peril of the accused. This hud been 
sb very noticcalne, so very jiowerfolly and naturally shown, ‘ 
that sUirers who had no pity 'for him were touched by her” 

^ As regards Oirton and Damay wo got nothing partioular 
in this ohanlor except a hint at Carton’s poouliur oaroloss- 
ness or rather, indificronco towards everything; “Everybody 
present, except Ike one vigped gentleman ufko looked at the 
telling^ stared at him (Damy)), * 

' This chapter unfolds a remnrlwible Irsit of character in 
Jhny his s.vmpathotio heart could'not help donomicins. 
«J^uarloring.” “It is hard in tho law to spile a man. I ' 
think. It s hard enough to kill him, but it is very hard to 
spile him. Sir”. ‘ ‘ ' 

CHA]^Eri in. 

This chapter gives ns a vivid picture of tho 
trial It inti^QCCs several netv chunictei's in the 
story, namely, Stryver, tho counsel for defence and ' 
^Tsad, a s}^ who plays a not unimiwrtent part in . 
tho sequel As ivo shall see later- on -that hut for r 
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tills tiial. Sydney CurtS^f .^imd. Charles T)aTn'ay 
Eiud Lucie nuinette would Hiot liaye been bi^nght, 
togtttliei* nor could CartoiPhave a chlaiioe of know- 
ing that B.u^l acts as a 'soy for the aristocratic 
dioveniineat of Englanjl— how this , knowledge 
helped . Carton in fttlfilliiig his promise and thereby 
to i*ealise his heart’s keenest desire, we will ^ in 
the sequel. Stryver alone, though a veiy jiro- 
mment hgnro, is of secondary impoilance so £a.r as 
the development of the^ plot is concerned. * '* 

' The charge against > Charles Darnay was that 
he had' helped the French (Government with im- 
foimation i-egardiug' English troops, that it was 
his' opinion ’that Euglana bnght to be held respon- 
sible for the war.of American Independence &, that 
perhaps (^rge weshington might gain as great a 
name in history as (George tlie Third of Boland. 

(ThbWaii of Aubrioak Ikdspend'b^qk) 

' 

In tihe year 1765 the British Parliament' levied a tax 
upon dm Ajnerioan oolonies, ooU^ the Stamp aot. , .When 
iv become ^oym that the tax. aroused 'di^onteni, it^ivas 
wt(i6]!y with drawn, but at the, same, time tiie prinmnle was 
asserttld|and problaimed' that the British Parliomentjmct.the 
rl^htrto tax the oolonies. As the Am^oans w6nld.not aowpt 
this point of view, friction grow api^ apd soon to mw 
violenoe. Townshend* imposed 'some' nnpopnlar fai ywn, the 
British nunistry resorted to.militaiy foroe, and the answer 
of the Amerioans to tbu measure was the. resolntioniio re> 
volt ([Deolaration of Indepeuduoe 17,76 ). In ,'1778, tiie 
oolonists, ihrongh their agent, Bemamin Pranklm, mde 
an all^oe with France, and from tms time on‘ihe English 
were Hard preraed by hmd and by sea. Finally,' ike sop- 
tenderof yorktowiv(l781) to the Amerioan hero of the 

/ 



.Vkr, tSeoTg* wftsUDg{dn|Mip}Wed the Englisli io pts.1?'. 
In dte ^oe of Versailleml^^) Eacland made ‘France a 
few unimportant cnlomalconeesaionsTontthe reaHy memo- 
rable feature of tihe peace ^as the recognition of the iifdo 
pendence of the Ameiican ooIonies.-TAo^ciie)' «iuZ iSbiiirff/. 

In this 
light which [ 
development of the plot.' From' idDIss hlhneWs 
evidence wc gather that after Br. Manetto’s release, 
on her way to England' with Mr. Lony, she met 
Baruay on board tlie packet-ship When Baruay 
came on board, he notioed that the doctor was 
much fati^cd and in a very week state of health. 
Baruay a^ed permission to help Lucie and did 
everything to keep Br. Mahette comfortable. 'Thai 
Was how th^ became htmUiar to each other. 

That Bickens lefrained from mentioning this 
little episode at the time it took ])lace may be 
•owing to his inteiition to avoid repitition. But it 
seeuLs that a first-hand narration of this little 
episode m^ht have thrown more^ light on the 
character both of Lncie and of Daruay'Which *we 
m?zst admit, remain colourless to the end. Th^ 
is one of the reasons why w.e think that there is 
much truth in the statement that the distinctive 
merit of the novel “is less in any of its conception 
of cbaracter, even Oarton’s, than as a specimen of 
* Bickens^ power of story-telling.” 

This chspler and the next two bring ont the most n- 
markable featnres in Mr. Carton’s ebaraoter, and indden- 
tally that of llh*. Stiyrar. Sydney Carton, advocate, 'is 
intmnoed as "another wigged gendeman with his hands^m 


chapter an episode is brought w 
rove to be of great importance in the 
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>i >!i pocketfl, whose whole attention seemed to be conoentrated 
on the obiling of the Court”. ^'Buc inspite* of hl^* apparent 
indi&renoe he plays the most iiqportaiit part in deolding 
the' case. He ub'ehres a close resemblance between him- 
self and Charles Damay and this'confnses thi^ witness wHb 
undertakes to identify Damay. *‘Bntnt the time^when 
DaTna3r*8 fate was trembling in the bnlutioe, when his fate 
was wavering between the most terrible death and a dif- 
ahnrge,,when the whole crowd including the indce him''elt 
was meling feemrish ond anxiocsly waiting for the verdict 
of the jury, S>dney Carton, who lud nnsettled the ‘certain- 
ty, eat leaning' hade, with his tom gown half o£F 'him, his 
untidy wig put on just ns it had happened to light on his 
head after its removal, his hands in bis pooket^ and hts eyes 
on^tbe ceiling ns they had been all d<iy. Something es- 
'P^ftlly recldess iA hu demeanour gave him a dii>repntable 

Bat this trial, when Judged in ,thn light of snbseqent 
events must bo. considered as a tnming pbint in Carton*s 
oharaotei . Wd are led to snspect , that it was Jiuoie’s feel- 
‘ipgs fur Dninry. her Iieaut^' and womanly’ pfts that lifted 
'Carton, for the > time being at least,' .out of his reckless 
indifference ond brongbt out }u« 'qualified of head and 
heart — ^his keen power of observation and hk disinterested 
f) mpatby for Damny. His eagerness to b« 'of fome service 
/to Lucie and to D<iniay ought to be taken to be his homage 
to pnre levo the ezisteuoe of which nobody else had even 
the suhpicion of. ‘‘l . 

CHAPTEliSiv AND Y, . 

These two chapters uuimixiptant as, they are so 
^ as the moxement of the story is concerned, are 
inti^ncvd to biing C^u^n’s chaiact^ into bolder 
relief And this has been done, we must admit, 
mspite ot. Dickens’ statement, (see notes under 
wk I cWpter Y}, mainly bymeaM of dialogues- 
- viik'®h«ipter XV between Carton andD&niay.and in 
'’jhaptetfiY between Carton, and Stryver, 
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-rln IV Tre find everybody oor^raloU&ig 

Dftninypn nis release— Mr. Dn'^ny ibanldng S'lyver for 
having jaid him under an obligation for lifo. Bor Carton, 
reoklps^ly indifiRnrent Carton, to whom 'tho' whole credit 
ought to behnitr, » the person who has not joined 
Iponpor mterohanged H word with any one bnthas been 
uftning against the wall where its shat'ons are darkest, and 
silentiy ntrolN nfi«r the rest, and looks qn nn^ihe 
Qoa(di 'drives away. Nobody made any ooknowiedgment 
nf, Mr, ^Carton*^ part in the 'day*s proceeding, nobody 
Imew of ik Nor des he onfe for it, woanse he is the old 
l^ney Carton of Old Shrev^bmy sohool who<did exeroises 
for other boys and ''^Idom did hfs own. And as. in scl^l 
to Jit profession. He helps Stryver to get h^s (ms^ prepared* 
and nitb'mgb be doos oot care to work for*himself he wotto. 
for Str^er, he is Stjver*8 great ally,^ Sfayver nevor had a'.^ 
case in hand any where, but Carion is there. 

* 4 

“As to me”, says he to Darnayy the greatest * 
d^re 1 have, is to ‘forget that I belong to it 
(world)., It has no ^)od in it for me — except wine 
like tids—nor I for it* - , 

t t 

’ “X am a disappointed dmdge. Sir.” he says later 
on, care hir‘'no man on' es^, and no man on 
earth oares for me” 

He is a man of gcK^ abilities and go^ eml>- 
tioDS, incapable ctf ,&eir directed exercise, incapab* 
le of Ids own he^ and his own happiness, sensible 
of the bli^ht on mm, and resigning hlm^itolet 
it eat him away. 

Bnt Miss Manette hrings on a change in him, 
‘acorions change. She av^akens him, as it were, 
pat of a sleep. Bnt pot even she can xonse him 
from hu dro^^ess. He observes a resemblance 



between femself and I>ani 3 ^ stands up beforfe^he 
tloinrt — the resemblance is remarkable, t .He gd^ 
Kbd takes'hi^ seat^-and ^ple wonder that theri 
is'any resemblance 'at I Carton, *as he might 
beem* hot as he' is. resembled ''Darnay, and Miss 
Manette^lier beanty ^and her' sympe^etio :heart^ 
fora moment made, Carton ied what hn might' 
have b^. He is jralons of Damay, he' ^tes 
Darnay. "That’s a feir young lady to be pit3^„by 
and 'wept for byl <: How> does it feel?* .Is it worth 
being tried, for ohh’s'life to be the ' objec it of sneh 
ll^jra^thy and ^hipassion Dehnayr 'Bnt'he 

js,cmiscious of ms ^lihra knd seems 'to 'be' more 
'vexed mlh himself ‘jbhan', with Darriay when he 
says "Don’t' let your sober fade elate you,' hdwev^ 
you don’t'know wbat it may come to.” Yet Luice 
hks ;]^^ht bn a cb^ge, a'self conS^ousne^, at 
pf ' moj^wdrs .within him “Oiange plaices 
'inth'liim‘^(Damay)” he'a^ hihiself, "and would 
you have been looked at by'tiio^ blnentyes^as hb 
^a^imd ccRnmiserpted l^.that agitated £me'as he 
Was?" Waste forces within him, rhnd a desert all 
aronnd, Carton that night stoOdr, still, ,qn his, way 
amoss, a silent terrace, and saw fora momentk 
Ijmjg in ' the ’'■^yilderh^. l»&re ‘‘him,'' a* miidge of 
hlmbuMble az)^tidQ;^t§lf denial, «and persevexence. 
fn'lhe'lfeir pity’of tl^'visibn,' there' wore aiiiyi gal- 
leri)^ fix)m''wbich thblovesiand g^EiccsJdok'e&l dbvi^n ' 
upon him. garden from which •the'fmits' of life 
puh^ 1 ripening, 'W^tprs/ of hope that, sparkled in 
{us» si^t.' , A-moment and it «wrs gone. " ;1 

‘ ^nCCiirCon will ji6^ ‘betray his' feelinie ^for 
rncie" to"3fifyTier;'" ^Ho'^emes ‘Siaftshe is b^dtifhl 



and mth apparent ^ntempt calls her golden 
haired doll” He also denies that he sympathised 
irith and was quick tosee what happened to her. 


As a sort of conh^t to 87^007 Carton we have hiit so-^ 
esllad fnend and old sohool-fyUow Stijrer, X^smajV ooniml'' 
in the treason case. He has not that qniok perception, ' that 
power of looking into the heart of things, ui.it intelligenoe 
winch Carton possesses bnt he is free from anj drawback 
Of ddBoat^^ bad a pn^ng way of shouldering himself (phr- 
sioally and morally) into onmpanies and oonverrotions, that 
-brgned well for his shouldering his way np in life He 
appropriates .the credit of getting Dnmy ao^itted and says, 
**Ihavi* done my best for yon, Mr.I)amay;nndmybe8twBS 
good as another’s, I believe.” Bnt while Mr. Stryver was 
a glib man and an nnscmpnlons, and a ready and a bold be 
hM not that fiionlty of extracting tne essence frmn n heap of 
-sfattsmenis, which is among the most striking' and necessary 
of the advocate’s accomplishments. Bnt, a remarkable 
imporvement came upon mm as to this b^nse be paid 
Syw^ Carton who bad a spedal talent for the task to do 
the work for him. Thns however late did Stryver sit 
oarontingwith Sydney Carton, be always had bib paints at 
bb fingers ends in the morning. Thi» Stryver u a' lion and 
Carton u hu jaokaL 


Baeeianglhnprcperui(sgs--Bacches was Greek 
god of Wine. Hence the expression means “drink- 
ing habit”. 

PiiA and marrow —The essratial substance. 

Hilary term and-Michaelmas — ^Two of thn four 
three>we^ terms daring which English law-courts 
held sessions. 

Althonyh Sydney Cartmt,„h!uyidde eapad^The 
jackal of the .stoty lured other aniinalS' for, -the 
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‘^Whenlhave yidded myself to it fjEancy oi 
hearing inoeassant footstcjM)” says Lucie to Daraay, 
"I have been alone,, and then I have imagined 
them the footsteps of the people who are to come 
into my life, and my fathers.” 

take them into nuhel ", said Carton, *‘I asV 
no questions and make no stipulations. There is 
|i great muwd bearing down upon us. Manette 

and I see 'them— by the Lightning,” 


‘ CHAPTES Vn-IX. , ' 

i 

These tiuee chapters, though at the first' read 
ing may Jto'taken as an interruptions in the nuv; 
rative, are really closely related to the rrat of the' 
story as will appear in the sequel 

Monseigneur — My lord, a French title give 
to pei£K>ns of high la^ Here, the psrsonifioat*' 
of the French aristocracy. JSoliett 0 
reference is to the Holy of Holies-the ' inner 
most sacred part of the tfewish temple, where anl]| 
the high prist entered. \ ' i 

Bt^<Ae<mr-A coat of arms. , Here it stands'f(ji( 
Tapiily prestige.” 

Happy Stuart who sold ^Charles H of 
secretiy sold to Louis XIV of Fiance, his fore 
all^pance and submiision in ordcur to 
money for his extravagance. * . , 

The reference is to the S^dendoup andrclistrifr^J 
tions the Englishman of 'the tCestonition..thr0<v ^ 
himself greyly upon. Proffigapy, bfeoamVi^; 



f.islno« of t’hc day, and .Charles, bcoauso lie satis- 
led tlio contcmpov.ny ideal in that he was comipt, 
aittr a'nd amiable, assumed the position pf a 
popular hero. 

Farmer Gniarnl — A rcvcuuo ofllcor who 
ijoughti from the Gkivcmuieut the privilege' of 
collecting the taxes of .i district, the taxes wei'O’ 
said to m “farmed out to him. Kvery thing ove^ 
find above the stipulaterl amount of taxes wonT 
into his own ]X)ekct. ' ' . : ' 

(Joraon's hc’td — ^^lodusa the, Goi^on of Greek 
nyiholoffj*. Whoever looked at her face was turned 
into stona She was killed by Perseus. 

’ Thesb' three chapters depict the state of tlie 
‘French society with sp^ial reference to the aristo- 
:^iracy, narrate on incident terrible and pathetic 
the same time, and disclose the identity of 
ifliarles Bamay with a glimpse into 'his ohameter. 

should al^ note ^e constant i*eforbnce to 
Jfsdame Defai^e's knitting in chaptor YLI. 

The Marquis of . EiTemondd on his way to the 
‘.^Ihoteaufrom Paris was drivingthrough St Antoine 
Osman was driving ns if ho was charging an ou<>my, 
the furious recklessness of the man brought no 
*^heck into the face or to lips of the master On 

.ie contrary, he lathor seemed to enjoy the sight 
the common people d^ersing heidre his homes 
often barely escaping from being run down. 
• (he carriage was dashing through the streets and 
vept round comers with women screaming bpfora 
men clutcbine each other and jdujehing 
^leir children jont of me way. At liist<^'MFoo,iiug 
'^‘-a street corii'v by a fountain, one of its wheels 

m 

I 

t 



‘Gom^ to a -sickening little jolt, and there tfasBj 
■ioud cry from a. number of voices, and the hd^* 
reared and plnnged-the carriage running^ ortirfi 
"^ild killed it on the spot The father ' of fKe 
child (Gasp^'d, as we shall see later on) was oye^ 
whelr^ twith grief. But Defarge came) and. 
consoled him-not to allay his grief but to kir^e 
‘■ihe spirit of revenge in him. The death of the child-j 
^d not -move the*Marqnis in the least-He 
rather anxious for his horses. He threw amece of« 
gold to the, bereaved father and another to Defaige 
for his trdhble, but when the cairiage began to 
move the latter flung the coin into it.. 

The father of the child followed th§,carriage to 

chatedujmd at the dead of night when everything.- 
was quiet and asleep he managed to enter 
bedroom of . the' Marquis and stabbed him t^' 
death. And round the hilt of the knife Was ^ 
frill of paper, on which was scrawled.’ "Drive hini:; 
fast to his tomb. This, from Jacques.” 

' [ Tliis incident has a fai* reaching influencaj 
Tho kjiife appareritly came fi-om Defkrge, whoi 
iustigtited the murder not only as a sort of’revengB^ 
which Gaspard naturally Jongbd for but also t(^ 
avenge the , wrong rvhidhy as we shall disGOVflfI 
later .»u, was done to 'Dr. Manette by the Marquif 
of I M emonde’s L other.' Gaspard will also be hail^! 
fin iho TT\”r(. And De&xge will then thiokj 
if *o b'i h '» 'y to avenge Gaspard’s death. Am 
he vni. So spur of the moment, tnlro the 
of'exi-ej3Bni 2 the Evremonde"'fiMnily— 
Darnav, we •, v « ^ j note is the sole surviving 
her of the family. ] 
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r 'Danity fits revealecl in chapter IX is 

ft^cnt libeml and kind hcaitcd who is 

K^mcd of the traditious of his family and his, 
aafe. “Tlierc fe not^ Riy** h<* iaee I can look ' 
at^i'in all this country roTK-ci t* V ai* ns. which looks 
^jno with any deference .on it hu.t the dark 

S efereiuK? of fear antt slavery.” Heveahy ihdsfor 
nuscmblc people who have ^ ?en wrung to the* 
lailt point of endurance. He lenonnces all claini^' 
to tliC property and is ready td work for his liveli- 
hood. The property has for him no attractions. 
‘•T6 the eve it is fair enough, here; but seen in, 
its integrity, under the sky, and bj* the day light, 
it is aenunbhug tower of waste,* mismanagement, 
extortion, debt, mortage, oppression, hunger, na- 
kedness. and suffering. It may be said that Daimy 
should not havo given up his claims to'tho property; 
ho should have rather tried, on his coming to 
estate, to devote himself to the wd&i'O of his 
tenants. And he too, has that vei^ thing in his. 
mind while be feels instinctively that it is not to* 
be. *Tt is not for me ” says he. "there is. a onrse- 
on it and all this land.” 

But how is it that Damay becomes what wb ' 
find him to be? Bom of a father who was heai^ 
less and hanghty, and in a fiunily which looked 
npon repression as the only lasting philesoph^ and 
the fear and slavery of its tenants as a comrabenent 
to the ^'andeur of the family, merited hy the 
manner in which the family has sustains its ' 
grand^, Damay too inherited the family clut- 
xaoteristios-but these characteristics had q^uito ' 
a novel expression, the modifications coming firem 



GbSrles * Darna/s mother. -If., the fahiily 'Nvfe ' 
ha^h1y,.does not Damay too [tietray a haught^', 
t^inper in renoniicing.all his claims 'to, the iGsfcit^. 
ilni'mafeng up his mind to earn his owui living? 
his femdy detested the poor, he deted^ed the rich,; 
if his fiimily hated the laboming class,' he hated 
^ose \^o.clid^not labour, if his family felt the.' 
prc^ge of the'family, he felt for the heartleiness'’ 
and notoriety of tlio Ikmily, . •,» 

- It' is not that he docs not lore his. familjv4t 
i.s not that he does hot love France, but ho h*at^ 
^the system . ' And this hdtred' is aiv- inheritance 
from ' his mother, a inotlier whom he - dearly 
loved . and admired and even 'now adotek the 
memory of. His case is pecnliar' and he doVs-not 
know 'what', to' do ' “I" am”, says he, "bound to 
a.^stem thdt'is frightful to me, i-esponsible foi*uV 
but powerless in it; 'Seeking' to e:!cecute the last' 
requMt of my dear mothM^s lijis,' and obey the ; 
last look of my mother’s eye's, which' iinploiwtiii^' 
to have-^meriy »hnd 'to mlress, and t'ortuied 'by' 
aeekmg.as!siStrthbb and power- in Vam.” , ' 

We should note that Darhay'* has’ hrilhing' 
renjarkablevinjilis character, beyond iwhaU has li^n 
bjropght, out,,iu this, 'Chapter. .He doe3,not'Sb6nv 
to, .be ,capabiof. of, that amount-jof selflessn^ as , 
Sydney .Cai ton wiUtbe,fouftd.tQ;be, nor has ha thati- 
fb?,(?e,^d go-alioadjjljBndeiicy in • his -temperament 
that StiyA’jerijKi^spss^ /r'He is a/ hero ofwhoai'we , 
tdo .nqt ;expept aliythin'gT''he -has, ia> 
fect,mo/;ix)tentaah^jin him, land as such does) not 
aiouse any expeq^dtion so tessen'tially neCesSary foe 
aqyJwork,pf hetion, to lie intei’^tingv*'-* ' 



V* 'It'liis IxHitTPaid that Dickon*.* p ulni'e of^bft 
'iNviich avistocnicy is not historicjillT »;uri*cot. 'PIio 
’])ict«re.of the Maixpiis that Iwuj been drawn tloi’s 
not lK*lon|; to the {UMiod immediafoly j)rece(ling’ 
tiic Hovolution — it Wonjis, to aii earlier poi lod*. 
The privileged classes did not, at the liiiio of the 
devolution cling to their feudal'~rigbts*JijKl-privi- 
legti On the contraiy, on August 4, lT8l|, tho 
n^lity and eleig}', in an access of inagnanimitj’i 
rt^ounced voluntarilv thi*ir feudal i ighbts and de- 
manded that they should Ije admit ted into (ho gi’cat 
body of French citizens on a basis of ecpiality. It 
was not that Dickens was rot aware of the fonnal 
&iin'ondcr of feudal rights on tho part of the 
privileged classes, but teat he drew this picture 
consciously and with a pm’iiose. “With the slang 
of the new ])hiIosophy on the on6 side, it was 
surely not mii'easoiiablo or imalloa’ablc, on' the 
other, to suppose a nobleman wedded to the old cruel 
ideas and representing the time ^in^ out as liis 
nbphOw representing the time coining in.” This is 
how Dickens deiends liis picture. But it remains 
certain that we cannot accept the Marqi^ to be a 
typical nobleman of the period but as an isolated 
imitanco of what a noble had been in the days 
gone by. 


CHAPTEl^* X. 

This chapter unfolds * Dr. Manettos ■>B har^er\ 
so far as his affection fw liuci e is cohcemedl 
'1 hou^h we find Ludetoibe thfe l^ic of conversa"- 
tion tetween the doctor, and Dai nay, we artfnot 
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■at all impressed by Daniay’s avowal of love for 
Lucic, autl n])to this we bare found nothing in 
Dtuuav’s conduct which may leaxl ns to infei* his 
sentini'Mit tow.inls Lucic. In this chapter, too, it 
is not Dttixlay’s love but it is the doctoi^s affection 
for and sense of duty towards his daughter that 
impressest*^.* * * • ‘ 

In oixler to appreciate Dn hlanette’s affectiou 
for Lhcie and the motive that'led him to prevent 
Damay from disclosing his identity until the day 
of the marriage, we «>hould recollect the appare- 
ntly petty but significant incident related in Book 
IL chapter IV There we have found Dr. Manette 
Lucie, Mr Lony, Stryver aiid Damay as^mbled 
togeiher immediately foUowmg Damans acquittal 
*‘His (Dr Manette’s) face had become frozen, as 
it were, in a curious look at Daimay: an intent 
look, deepemug into a frewu of dislike and distrust 
not even* unmixed "with feai*. With this'^ strange* 
esqiressiou on him his thoughts had wander^ 
away.” What was it due to 1 Was^it an instmct 
or au Evremonde-likeuess on Bamay^s face 1 What, 
ever it imght have been the ^t l^mains that Dr. 
Manette did not like Darnay at the time and we- 
cannot but admire his power of self control when 
we find him casting away his p^^sonal likes and 
dislikes and allowing Darnay to conrt Lucie. He 
promises, moreover, when the time comes, te hear 
testimony to Damays love. And at the time he 
gives his word ofj^mise Dr. Manette has a shrewd 
. suspidcion that Darnay is am Evremonde, but he 
says to Damay '*If she should tell me that you ai’e 
essential to her perfect happiness I wiU giver her 
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to you. If there w ero-Charles Dai’nay , if there were 
any fancies, any 1 ‘pasons, any apprehensions, any 
thing whatsoever, new or old, against the man 
she really loved- the direct I'esponsibility there of 
hot lying on his head they should all he ohlit^fatecl 
for her fwke. She is every thing to me; more to me 
than suffering, more to me than wrdng^ell 1 This 
is idle talk.” 

This chapter is headed “Two Promises.” What 
are those promises : (1) Dr. hlanctto’s promise to 
hear testimony to Damay’s love when the time 
comes (2) Darnay’s tjromise not to disclose hi.s own 
identity till Dr. Janette asks him to do. *'X'cll me 
when I ask you, not now. Ifyoimsuit should 
pn^per, if Lucie should love yourshaU tell me 
on your marriage morning. Do you promise?^ 

» • 


CHAPTERS fXV-XIH 

These thyee Chapters taken together to 
unfold Sydnw C^r^p,s.,;C^mcto^ especially his 
admii^tymam nQve^fo r^ purest form of 

the sentiment mauS^^p^ Asa contrast 

the anther imforms us of the motives prompting 
Starker to many Lucie and of the mean attitude 
that he assumes when ho is convined that she ^vill 
not accept him. It should be remem^red tiiat 
Stryver is not at all essential to the movement of 
the stoiy-he has been introduced simply to set off 
Sydhqr Carton’s character. ^ 

. Haughty and self-oonhdent as Stryver is, he 
inteds to marry Lucie not because he loves her 



but shii])lv l>ecftusc botSwU'es n. cliangc Hie. 
sort of life he Irads, aijOe chooses Limie RinJpyj 
because, as ho says, “Miii^'Mjiiiotte will tell ia dtj'*; 
station, and will do me •Cijcdit.” “She is a cham-^ 
inv croature.’’ he adds, “and I have made np in]i| 
mind to please myself, On the whole, I thmkjfl 
can alford to ])lcase mj'selE She will have in mow 
man already pretty well pff, and a lapidly nsing 
man, and a man of somp* distinction; it is a piec^ 
0 ^ good fortune for her, bpt she is worthy of gooM 
forjLune” ^lid judging &m the worldly stands 
ppmtr-tlie oniy^ktan^iiwint ‘ that really comits with’"; 
him-ho has nft-floubt of l^iiig accepted bj* Lucie-, 
he is rather cobviuml Lucie should tliink • 
herself .lucky ha\'ing an' oiler from him. Ihit 
he is a bit tajj^ii, aback whcii infoiincd by Mr. 
LoiTy of his not being accoptablo to Lucie ami 
cjills her a 'mincing Fool.* Later on when hli*. 
3x)iTy informs Stry\’er that he has absolutely no 
chance, tnc latter, in order to 'regain his lost 
pi'estige, makes a statemont which contains luther 
seiious all%itions against Lucie’s coxmnct. 

His treatment towards Carton ia more of a 
pitron than ofa’friend. lie takes advantage of 
Carton’s failings to secure his own succe.s«, and is 
always crying' him down and boasting of his own 
suixerionty. This, he probably thinks,' 'will 
sen’e to keep' down Carton whose intelligence and 
ability as a lawyer are of a far superior quality to 
those of his own • “‘Y'our manners”, says he to 
's Carton, “have been of a hang-dog kind; thtit upon 
. my life and soul; . I haVe been dshomed of you. 



I . Ifk Sydnoy Unrtoa wo roan whoso rough 
wt^llen exterior senses ^t'oonceat imderaeath 
[groWUxoarl and a superiorlintelligeH ce. When 
M^KirGS to talk, he tmks wdl, bnt tao cloud of 

I mk' for nothing, w'hioh oyershodows him with 
n a fatal darkness, is rarely pierced by the light 
FlWa him. But ho is nob iudificront towels 
—he doeff care something for the streets thnit 
ms the house and for.thb senseless stones 
make the pavements ‘ ' Many a night he 
ly and unhappily wandotod there,- when wine 
jororoiight no tmusitory gladness to him, many 
ijdreary daybreak reveaU his solitjn^ figure 
ingering there when perjitnps tlic (ji&let time 
^hgs some senso of better things, else tojgotten 
nd unattainable, into his mind. 

He giv(^ vent to his feelings when he meets 
mcie alone and conceals nothing from her. His 
dmimtion for her. the changes she has wrought in 
lim his owu state of demndation-he mcplanis to 
irr Imt not with the intention of winning her 
ove: *‘I wish yoW to know that you have bom 
he List (Irram of iny soul. In my dcgradauoa 
have not been so degraded hut that the sight of 
rou h^ stirred my old shadows that I thought 
lad died out of me. Since I knew you, I have 
^n troubled by a remorse that I thought would 
lever reprokch me again, and h»ivo*heara whispers 
rom old voices impelliug me upward, that 1 
thought were silent tor ever. I have had unfor- 
med ide.is of striving afi'esh, beginning anew, 
shokiug off hloth and sonsu dity, and fighting out 
theabmdonod fight. A dream, all a deam, that 



ends in nothing, and leai^est^ Bleeij^.whore ne ’ 
lay flown, hut I* wish you to kn.oy\r,-4hat youin;/ 
spi^. it.” ; ■ ■ ' , ‘ 

cannot but admire his' consld^tlon fQr 
ftihera and his spirit of self sacrifice whto «we hear, 
.him s^iying. to Lucie **If it had been possible^ 
Miss Mpnetite, that you could have returned .the 
love of the man, you see before you«elf-flung a\rayi 
wasted, (iiunkeu poor creature of misnse, as^yon^ 
know ^^him to be-he would have been conscious 
this day and hour, in spite of his happiness,* that) 
he would, bring you to misery, .r bring you. to 
repentance, bh^t you, disgrace you, .pull you 
down with him. I know ve^ well that you can. 
hav j no , tenderness for me; I ask for none: X am 
even tnaukfiii that it cannot be. My last shppli* 
cation of all,” he adds, *‘is this; and with it I 
relieve you of a visitor with whom X weU know 
you have nothing in unison, and between whom 
and you there is an impassable space. Xt is usel^ 
to say it, I know, but it rises out of my soul. ' ‘/For 
you. and for any dear to you, I would .do any 
thing •• If my career were of thi.tf better kind 
that there any opportunity or capacity of 
sacrifice in it, X would embrace any sacrifice 
for you and for those dear to you. Try to hold 
me in • your mind, at some quiet times, as ardent 
and smcere in this one thing. The time will 
come, the time willtiot be long in ooming, when ' 
befoi;mfid about you- -ties that. 
'' ^ you yet more tenderly and strongly to 
ne home yon adoruxthe dearest ties that will evex 
ince and gladden jou. O Miss Mauette, whmi~^ 
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dielitfie picftai^ of a happy father’s face loolis up 
in yonrs, Trheu you see your own bright b^tr 
longing up anew at your feet, think* now fed- 
then that there ie a man who toodd gine hU 
hup a We you love beside you 1” 


CHAPTEE XIV. 

This chapter is important because it illmitrates 
one of the peculiarvohaTaoteristics oLJDickens-as a 
writer. W^e ^uld note in this connection* that 
Dicken^ father was too poor and impro^ ident to 
edncate him and when ..aJboy^f>.t^«years^ only 
Dickens-was compelled to earn his own living by 
j^^ng labds .m^a London warehouse. And it 
"im at this time that his bitter education in the 
* streets of London gave lum priceless literary oapi* 
tid ‘in-the opportunities for the exercise oHhose 
fflifVelloas powers of observation which snbsequent- 
Ty made him famous as the' master portrayer of 
lower and middie-class life and character. He 
never ceased accumulating that wealth of incident 
and those studies in 1y^ and maimers which 
make his pages so pereni^y rich in living human 
interest” It is probably oiringto this feet that' 
Dickens occariontdly fells into the error ofvul' 

- garify. Taste is something that can never be 
acquired; either a man has it or has it notf Dickens 
certainly did not posses it, and it is prol^bly a 

S hing for ns that he did not. A Dickens 
it up with care, duly drilled in the etiquette 
is supposed to constitate good form, and 



Jnellowed by tb6 %rAditioiia3 j^hit of a j;reattmi< 
yereaty, might still have been a’ 'great author, hoi 
he ‘Would not have been the Dit^ens we know.” 

' “He ■would, no doubt, have written better 
Vuglish, but he would have* written worse boote 
He oertainiy would not have chosen the themes 
£ron the most sordid and tragic annals of great 
citi^. ' As it was, the one school Dickens &6v 
was the London streets... He had, as we have seen 
a preference for the seamy and sordid side, of life; it 
was that he knew best. He fails when; be trii*s to 
paint a pros^rous merchant, he foils still, mon 
egregiously when he tries to paint a lord; but his jao- 
tmuof the reckless hangdog Carton, his St Antoine 
mod, his description of Jerry CruucW's modeol 
life, bis London crowd-are ail perfect They are 
mo^y vulgar creatures, and now and then they 
are depiotra with a vulgar touch. i 

“Here is a writer” ^ys Mr. Frederick Har 
risen, “who is reaiistio if ever any 'writer was in 
the sense of having closely observed the lowest 
strata of city life, who has drawn the most misn^ 
able out-oasts, the most alnudoued men and women 
in the di*egs of society, who has invented many 
dreadful scenes of passions, lust, seduction, anoj 
debauchery, and in forty worivs and more you will 
not find a page which a mother need withhold 
fr(m his grown daughter^. 

t It should be noted that the remarks do not 
ne^sarily hold good of this chapter only-the 
student can easily find out illustratijns which an 
soattered all over the book] 
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qiAPTEE xr 

In revealing the trae character ofthovirine* 
shop at St. Antoine and tho decision arrived at 
the secret meeting of the Jacqueses to exterminate 
the race of the Marquis the author prepares us 
for the crisis that is coming on in the lives the 
hero and the heroine of our story. 

This chapter shows Defarge as the ringleader 
of the St Antoine revolutionists and an mitiring 
leader too. He goes a long way off to fetch the 
mender of roads in order to kindle the fire of 
revenge in the hearts of his fellow workers. He 
takes the mender of roads out to see the King at 
YersaiUes-not with the intention of treating him 
with a si^t but with quite a different purjxK^ ' 
"Jacques, says he, "judiciously show a cat milk 
if you wish her to thirst for it; judiciously show 
a dog his natural prey, if you wish it to bring it 
down one day.” 

Madame Defarge is also an ardent revolutionist* 
more ardent, more thorough-going and iierhaps 
more cautious than her husband. She registers 
in knitting the names of those whom fho Jacques 
determine to destroy, and when asked what she 
is knitting ^e significantly replies "Shrouds^. 
He also kindles the spirit of revolt in the mender 
ot roads and 8ho^vs him the "dolls and biida^ (the 
lUng and the Queen and tho nobles) which ho is 
taught to despoil for his advantage. , 
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CHAPTfiR XVI 


' This chapter shbii^s the ititer-laoing^or severtj 
incidents rohited in the earlier chapters and tli 
relation they bear to th§ main story, J 

This chapter also affords us an' opportunity^ 
comparing and contrasting the oh{(raoter and temp 
rament ofMadame Defarge with that of he^ushtuu 
“But it is your weakness,” says Madame Delajtgeli 
her. husband, “that you sometimes need to see yoB 
victim and your opportunity to see' your viotlinti 
sustain you. Sushiiu yom'self without that WM 
the time cwmes, let loose a tiger and a devil; M 
wait for 'the time with the tiger and the de? 
ohamed-not shown yet always ready” Madad 
Defarge is a very shrewd woman too: ,Slie baffli 
Barsad’s attempts to get some clue out of her af 
her out and'drind readies makes him ^ael that st 
is a 'woman who ' can' be tiifled mth. Madau 
l)efai:^, again, is more relentless'them her hii^n 
•Monsieur^De&rgedsrather^rry that Chailes £w 
monde*s (Damay) namei should .also be prowribc 
by her. - “Stranger ^ things than that will Happe 
r when it does come"* she replies “I have' them not 
(Damay and Baisad) here, of a certainty; ' and th! 
'■are ^th here for their merits^ that’s enough’’-B[ 
she is too prejudiced to see that while 'Barsad is 
spy, Darnay has nothing against him except tb 
f^ttof his -birth.* 'Ana an explanation for’ til 
bitter pTejndioejan‘>adequate«p^holQ^dal 
nation, we will come across as we proceed 
^ Barsad’s talk'with'il&dame Defarge inoidenta 
ly informs her of the whereabouts of Ghorlfl 



t^remonde and of liis Tnarriage with Lucie Man- 
to. This hitter feet, though it softens Monsieur... 

towards Charles Darnay, has no influence 
^ hisVife who remains as bitter in her attitude 
\i ever. ' The explanation iS' not for* to ‘Seek: 
'onsienr Defarge sympathises with the oppressed 
juth'thO'people wrouged-<md with his sometime' 
'hster^whom he dearly -loved. If Charlea Evre- 
jende i^-to become the son-iu-latv of the very man 
fhose Tt^ngs he wants to' avenge* ‘naturally be 
fnnotjmtbe softened-especially when Charles' 
,^mohde 'personally is not responsible for any of 
crimes he is to pay for, But ah we shall find, 
■j^r on, the case is quite different with his wife..' 

has. her. own* wrongs V.to'.avenge-shet is an 
“jOToiy not only of the man who has wronged her, ■ 
Jt also of the, family )to 'whiohihe. belonged, and' 
sa^fied with the , life of Charlesi Damay we • 
find'her.,bent upon destroying 'Lucie, her child ^ 
Br. Manette even beoause of the relation th^ • 
jar to,the.fomily. And thougn we cannot* fully • 
f^orse Monsieur 'J)efarge’s . opinion of her.as ‘*a 
®Bat woman, strong wQ.man, a - grand woman,* a 
Ijghtfully grand woman”, we muk admit at the 
^me time that she is a inghtfully strong woman. 


CHAPTERS. XYIT-XIX. 

7he^ three ohaptem are not very important" 
^cept in M fer as they infonn-us of the marriage 
lAioie with 'Dainay. 
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CHl^Ett ,isX ' ^ . 

Hits chapter brinj^ out a remarkatlle trait of 
oha^Ker of Lucie Manette and illustrates the 

characteristics ofDickeus as a 

> .tvSydney Carton, ^ we find him here, is the 
•same reckless advooa^'yrho is ^‘incapable of all the 
higher, aad/hetter flimts of .men.” lie wants to 
b^me a frigud with^araay and aslm for his per- 
mission to see the fan^ occasionally as a privileged 
person. He asks for this privilege not because he 
wants to pay frequent visits but as he sa 3 's 
would satisfy me, 1 dai^say, to know that I had it’** 
And this is quite in keeping with the admiration' 
he has for Luci^, 


Lucie Manette (I]!iamay) too, is the same sweet 
soft-hearted creature that we have always found 
her to be.' She is the only peison who has t^m- 
' lathy enough to be able to appremate the poteuUa- 
itj* of Sydney Carton. It pains her to hear her 
lusbaud, Charles Darnay, speaking somewhat 
ightly of Carton, and she says “I fear ho is not to 
30 reclaim^, there is scarcely a hope ihat any- 
wing in his character or fortunes is reparable now. 
But I am^ sure that ho is capable of* good thinofs> 
gentle things, even magnanimous things.” I^er 
sympathy, her sweet innocent character, gives her 
an insight into Carton’s real worth. And the 
most re^rkable characteristic of Diokenfe as a 
writer finds expression iu the following words 
. which the author puts into Lucie’s mouth “And, 
y my dear^t Lqvci remember how strong we are 
m our.happmess, and how wdak he is in his misery r 



* 

TliU;'bn6^^«:3neo X04 

,Bua.^ indeud ly tflt ite most imjxtrtftnt'nV^- 
I^TO in litemtvro." Tb tw^ witli, actmu^ki^ 
&^'mid to dcscnbo fn^'V^ng tho 

meanest 'of dur.jmK»W'Crcau^ ivilK.^. 
heart, wm Diokons*%Q^t gin^^thd the ' 
I^Lg star of oU his HfeT \|^' 

f J - *A. 
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'B|^kb pRooEsbjN^'^ vuie^R XT IS to 

. * HABXtaTB BRXEPLr THB ^tilSlO^ ^ TfiE 
,>n. FbSKCH ^BVOUmOK.^itXltB lUSilOEB 
^ sboiJId csbsfuUiT liioikTnE mps- 

jtm si^koss OF TBS XtEVoLorm/ 

TflE HISraRY OF TIIE FRENcaa:; 

icETaLtnxo:^. 


mitt ^et ottttso iho Fronoh.Bb||[oliiUaa, and that ivhioli 
'SiaTtt iho Bgnal, as itime, for thd dimlnUon of tho Ancient 
Aegono was the doplorobitt condition of the linanoes* 
Qitt dehtojpf Lpnis XIY had betm iqoreasedhy the wan 
Md Qxtximgai^ of Iionis SY and by the middlo of tho 
igghteenlh oentaiy Fnmoo^ras.confroDt^ with tho difficult 
tyofa oh^pmo deficit, luxd y^n Lotas XVI snooeeded 
1& grand&QuHr in 1774, tho question w finandal xefym 
'^manded&e most nigont oonridBrafion. He was at his 
acci^oii, only twenty years dd, and was honesfi^ dosirons 


t 


tomaiy services, ell exclusive sporting rights ,vr6re to cease; ■ 
guilds and corporations w«*r6 to bo dissblvedt and Inboor 
vroM henceforth -to be “free,” tithes, annates and |i]amlities 
were aboli^ed. One night*s work thns suiEoed to complete 
the destruction of a sooim system under wliiob French men 
had lived for ceuturies. 

Meanwhile there was imperative need for the Assembly ^ 
to embark on the work of reoonsfmotion. The old Qevrn- 
ment had oollap«ed, nothing had been devised to replace it, ^ 
and France was drifting into anaroyh. The menbers of the 
Assembly were inexpeneuoid and oidy one man among them, 
the Count of Mimbean, displayed any statesmanlike know- 
ledge and grat>]). Though with the Anoien Regime he had 
no q^imthy, his supreme desire was to convince the King 
that the breach with the past was irreparable and to recon- 
cile him to the new order. Not that he desired any weake- 
ning of the oxoontipvo antibionty. On the oontxary, a strong 
exeounve was to Ins mind the first necessity of govern- 
ment, but its strength must he derived from the willing 
assent of the people and from harmonious oo-aperation with , 
the people’s represetativeB' in the Assembly. Therefore 
Mlrabean fought had.to preserve for the Eling that measure 
of power which an executive requires in order to be efficient, 
hut he was unappreciated by his colleagues,, and in almost 
all important matters met defeat. Unfortunatsly for France , 
Mimbeau died on 2nd apnl, ..4.791 and before his death he 
made the ^ prediotion. • '^When I am gone they will know 
what the value of me was. The misenrs I have held baok 
will burst froui all aides on France. £.j6arry in my heart 
&e death-^irge of the French moaaroly:*'they will fight over 
its corpse” ■> ' ' < ■ '* r' 

The death df Mirabeau, the snppdrter' 6f mouardy, 
greatly Wehkeiied thjf King's poMtion and on 2Uth Juhe the 
TOy^fimily left fans seoretl), but they were stopped at 
Varies ^ and ^ orou^t’ baok-'nrtnally prisoners — to * the 

It is at this moment that the projedt, of a Republic 
oonje^ dtttootly .into ■^e.w.' Robespierre and Danton ; 
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En othor words, rfio o<»Braoner8 nviiniainod tlwi ^ vote ^ 
ihonld not b© taken by order, bnt individnnlly. As the 
lommonerahad been permitted to send twieo as many 
lologates (600) ns either clergy or nobility ^0 eatdi), ffc 
iras pbiin t^t the proposition of the Third Estate Tirrald 

S ’*vo dbat body preponderanoe. The clergy n^'d nobility, 
erefore, ofi^ed a stubborn rosistenoe; bat a month 
|f 'cmiontion, the Third Estate ons the knot by declaring 
tsetf, with or withont the privileged classes, the Kationm 
iffiembly* Horrified by this act of daring, iho King and 
he oonrt tried io cow the commons by an Ahmpft snra^ 
itms to rahmit to the old prooodnro, hot wb(^ the com- 
mons refosod to be frightened, the E^l^g himself gave way 
ad ordered the nobility and the oler^ to join 0o oommons, 
fans, at the very beginning of tho Evolution, the power 
>ssf^ oni of tha bonds, (^iha Ein^ and the ^rmle^^d.* 
passes into the hands of the people. 

s The National Assembty which was thns c<)n»titnted to 
Sijgenotato France, was ocHoposed of very inteHigont men 
"^0 were animated by a pare enthusiasm to serve their 
lonhy. Bnt a filial defoot more &en oOtmtorbAlimced this 
enerons dispositien. The Assembly was oompOS®d of theo- 
zsts, of men who wore inexperient^ in the prootioal afhirs 
government. 

'Tlte primary bnsiness of the Narional Assembly vw the 
%kmg of a new oonsfitniionl' It was of the highe8t.imTOr> 
'noe ^t this work should be' done in perteot saonrity, free 
'^om the interforenoe of popular mission and vialeace. As 
Nofitoal Assembly represented the properti«d olasse^, 
tete seemed to be every dhanoo of calm and systemetio 
>ooednre; bnt nnfortnnately tho Assembly seoP fell nnder 
domination of tho mob, and that provw the rain of tho 
^bvolvtion'. The growth of the iimnenoe of the lower 
(iOmenis. who interpretated refonn os anmi^, is tfia 
ipdling concomitant of tho ermit event^m if 89 * H' we ^ 
^dexstand this fact, we have tno’key to the at^fal degen~ ' 
‘‘Jatiott of what 'oeriainly was, ^t tiie outset, a goneroos 
^oV^oat.' 
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T'or thfls degeneration the kin g and the l^atioiwl Asa^fi^ 
are "both responnble, for instead of ■«rorting in harmony, 
they tried to injure ^eaoh other as much as they.ennK la, 
consequence the people were kept agitated rritb nunoors of 
court plots, ftud ■were even ready to rise in naBurrection 
against the motiareh -whom the orators designated as the 
tyrant. Thus on July 14, the .populace df Pans threw 
itself m a >rage upon the Bastille, an anoient state prison 
in the heart of F^ris, and after a bloody* enconnter -vrith ^ 
royal troops razed it to the ground. . 

The King at Yemilles did not Tnisread the, lesson whioh 
the episode of the Bastdle pointed! If he had bad any 
' ihou^i of einplo;^g arms a^nist the Btevolntion, bd now 
abondoned'dt wd tried, to his' peace ,vn& the peopK 

And the eitizen eloBs, too, adopted, temporarily at least, a 
more oonoihatory attitude. !R^lved to ha've'dcHie 
■riolenoe, they organised for the maintepanoe of.ordeVa 
militia eaUed the National' Guard! and made the ■popular 
Lafayette oommander. The question ndw -was ‘whemer ^e. 
national Quard'nnderstood its 'duty, an^ Stiung enough to' 
repress the lawless elements -which were ooiktaait^ 'g^owin^ 
more hold and more numerous. ■ ' , 1 

< I j 1 , 'fi i t j'' 

The -test oame soon enough. In Ooioher <the mmoui^ 
of another eourtplot i-tremendously excited, -tiie people. { |-'B 
was said that *Hlie tyrant” -was onoe again ^(^eming* to put 
dowHithe devolution ,-with,,tBO(^; an^it’-wps furworsaiS 
-that he and ne^other had opnsedr^-ths dtead&l faniine<in -thsj 
oity hy hnyrng up all the grain in *tho land. On the mtuniing 
ofO^ber oui^, IQOOO women, fierce >and haggard from 
long sufEsring,^ set out for Yersailles to fetch the Tring to 
Pans.' Tte tcansfor^ i^y were brought to believe, wonli 
s^ehow inaugurate & reign of plenty, l^atnrally enoughs* 
-they straggled alon^ att the and female rif&off m-tiw 
mty jomedT them. , jiia£Eiyette*8 duty in , the face of tiui 
po^^er up rismgTyas plain, hut certain it is that he did 
no^ung to break, TO the rioters. Only long after, the 
uurargents he t»t out fiwr Versailles, yraan, on his-anivri 






gOne^ a declared lirnav m we same nme. wia« » up 

Vith no^g Snort of the Ve^ov^l ef ihe Kiftg and 
to^oapibaland<!& nompeUsd 

po^give bis^naedt.' r 1 1 *« j: • ' * 

P^i^^oerontt'o/OofoW 55^45], in literal truth, mined 
'li^i^onaTohy. ‘ tbe^Toilories in Paris was now 

[^libiloaUy lA&yette*Srt>rudder, But Lafayette himself^ even 
ythooidi it took sbmh mon^ to find it ont, was henotfortti 

j w>faat<greBfiy oonfaribnied io^fhe power of the mob wds 
^e^ibDoitementimdmgoe>ienihaaaan whioh possessed all 
^{oiasSca alike. We mnst olways nidember, in* order to nn- 
^jderstand the tremendons .paoe at.'whioh the il^olattoii 
developed, that the year 1789 marks an almost nnpnralleded 
3 :^fati(m of pnblio ^jmuon. Beading symptoms of this agitop* 
f ^n'mere the innnmerable pamphlets ana newspapers ^n^h 
.^.^adoempanied the events of the day «wiih expiatory oom^ 
{•fmeuts, bnt a still moco sttiking witoeSs of the exaltaiioa of 
men’s’mtnds was ofil^cnred by ttie olnhs. Cfinbs for oonsnliation 
'And delmto hecaune timgreat demand of the honr, they arose 
^isponianeonsly in alt quarters; ia foot, every oofib^oose 
iVaoqoired, the jpaadon of its fre^enters, the oharao- 

i^r of a poUtiaal assomation. 

1 . I 

j. ..Thronghont the year 1789t..and 1790, the Nation^ 
^Assembly vms enga^ wtth providing ibr ^e^govemment 


^ Tinni or iMtoB A viy oausea no aunenmes oner JNationai 
^^mmbly had onoe been oonstttnted. On August 4, 1789, 
|?me' Assembly adopted' a frdhsied series of resolntibns 
j d^gned to'get rid of the last'ielios of feudal system. 
.,J<M*on w^ to be henoeforth^eqnal before ibe law^ oifioos 
^‘'^^nforments were to be oMn/fo dHfjnstabo wnsiibe 
^imtbdsteted 'gratmtonsly; serfdom,* finroed labottr, all ons- 



(omary aervioes^ oil exolosive sporting rights vrere to ceaso; 
guilds and oorpotnUons 'were to be dissolved, and labour 
'was henoefortii to be “free,” tithes, annates and pluralities 
Vero abolished. One night’s work thus auffiood to complete 
!the destruction of a soom system under which ITrenoh men 
had lived fos oenturies. 

Xtoanwhile there was imperative need for the Assembly 
.to embark on the work of reoonstmotion. The old Gevm- 
ment had collapse^ nothing had been devised to leplaoe it, 
and Franco was drifting into anarchy. The menbers of the 
AsMmbly were inexpenenoid and only one man among them, 
"the Count of Mirabean, displayed any statesmanlike know- 
ledge and grasp. Though 'with the Anoien Bogime hq had 
, no empathy, his supreme desire was to oonvinoe the ]^g 
'that the breach with the past was irreparable and to repdn- 
oilo him to the new order. Ffot that he desired any ^^ke- 
,ning of the executive anihorito. On the oontrary,^a strong 
executive was to his mind the first necessity or govern- 
ment, but its strength must be derived from the ivilling 
assent of the people and from harmonious oo-oporation with 
.the people's represetatives in tiie Assembly. Therefore 
'Mirabeau fought had to preserve fur the Eling that moosaro 
;of power which an exeoncive requires in order to bo effioient, 
•bnt he was nnapprooiated by his ooUeagnes, and in almost 
•all important matters met defeat. "'UnfortanatolyforFranoo 
Mirabean died on 2nd april, 1791 and boforo bis death he 
made tho prediction. “When I am gone they -will know 
what the 'valne of me whs. The m^rios 1 have held book 
Will bhrst from all aides on Franoe. 1 carry in my heart 
the death-dirge of the French monaroly: they will fight over 
its corpse” 

The death of Mirabean, the supporter of monarohy, 
greatiy Weakened the King's position and on 20th Jnne tne 
royal fismily left Paris seoret!^*, bnt they were stopped at 
Yaremes and brought baok-virtnoUy urisoneis - to the 
capital. 

It is at this ' moment that the projeot of a Bepnbln 
comes distinotly into view. Bobei^erre and Dantop 
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In otiior vrordSf tlip oomnonArfi inmn^ninod bunii cuo' tus 9 
sKonld not bo taken by order, but individually. As the- 
commoners bad been pormiitiMl ti> <i>nd twice os n^any 
delegates ^600) us cither clergy or iioSility 000 eaob), it 
was plain tiiat the prnpesition of iIm Third ^tate Tronld 
rive that body preponderance. The clergy 'and nobility,, 
uerefore. offered n sliibbom re^shinoe; but after n month 
of contention, the Third JQsUte ons the knot by declaring- 
itself, vnth or vrithont the privileged classes, the Nntinunl 
Assembly. Horrified by tlw act of daring, the King and 
the court tried to cow the commons by an abrupt enm>- 
mens to ‘nbmit to the old procedure, but when the com- 
ngons refused to be frightened, the King himself gave way 
ati^ ordered the nobility nod the olor^ to join the commons. 
!nipB, at the very beginning of the Uevolntion, tho power 
passed ont of tho hands of the King and the privileged 
edasses into tho hands of tho people. 

Tho Kntional Assembly which was thus constituted to 
regenerate France, was composed of very intelligent men 
who were animated by a pure enthusiasm to serve tiieir 
oountiy. But a fatal defect more then counterbalanced this 
generous disposition. The Assembly was composed of theo> 
rists, of men who were inexperienced in the practical affiiirs 
of government. 

The primary hnsinoss of the National Assembly was the 
making of a new constitution. It was of the highest impor- 
tance that tins work should bo done in perfect security, free 
from the interference of popular passion and violence. As 
the National Assembly represented Ihe propertied classes, 
there seemed to be oveiy cbnnoo of calm and systematic 
procedure; bnt unfortunately the Assembly seen fell under 
the domination of the mob, and that proved the min of the 
Kevolntion. 'The growth of the innnenoe of the lower 
elements who interpretatod reform as anardqr, is the most 
appalling concomitant of the great events of 1789. If we 
understand this fttot, we have tne key to tiie awful degen- 
eration of what certainly was, at toe ontset, a generous 
movement. 



power passed ioio fihe hands of a fow men resolhCe to sav6, 
their oonntry and Danton beoamo virtnal diotator. His 
policy^ was simple. With the allies advancing' on Paris ; ^ 
with more than half Franoe qrmpathising with the objdots ' 
they were'omnin^ to aohievo, the one pam of safely for the 
republican minenty was to strike terror into the hearts of 
their opponents, my opinion,’ said Danton. ^the way to 
stop the enemy is to moke the lEtoyolists fear.” They haled* 
to, the prisons all to' whom the snspioton of being devoted to 
the Kmg attadhed, and In toe early days of September they 
ompfied toe orbwddd prisons again by a deliberate mossaote 
of the inmates. An armed band of assassins, regularly hired 
by toe mnnioipalify, made round of toe prisons, and in toe 
oourse of dbree days dispatohed abbnt two toonsand victims. 
There was no ditorimination* of 'rank, sex ' or age. Men, 

' women & oUldron, bishops nnd’priests, nobles & magistrates, 

' ' ->ali who were snspeotod of Boyalist leaning were foully 
murdered with toe added mockery of judicial forms. Marat 
invited toe provinces to follow toe brilliant example of Paris. 

But in too midst of toe massacres Danton threw himself 
with s^endid energy into toe task of, organising toe Nation- 
ol Defence and very soon toe !EVenoh turned toe wave of 
invasion. Themmies of toe,Bop^bho were,viptorioas eyei^ i 
(Where^ apd beWe toe wmtor 'of 179jSj JE(elgiam oame into 
toe pos^raon of too Frepcdi Bepublio. , ' 

The National, Convention opened on 2l8t Sepiembdr and 
resolved by adolaniation that ‘royalty was abohtoed in France’ 
A decree of perpetool banishment was passed^ ai^ainst the 
^migrfu and it was resolved to brmg toe l&ine to ttial before 
toe Convention. ' ' The trial opdned on 11th! Depehiber, and 
on toe l^to ddhuary toe'impatient mbb surronadedtoeCon- 
* Mention wito toft ‘bri^'pf “Death to, toe 'lyrant'” “Denis 
must die,” "said 'Bobespierre, “b^ausef'thd Aottntrymuit 
live.”, and by a nhrrow majbri^ Lbuis 51 v I, toe kindlien&t, 
mint uia'wldm, and best. intentioned‘of 'French Bangs, was 
sentondtld to'dehto. On^2lSt Jan '.the' sentence was exi'datefd. 

The ' exOcutitm oflLoms 51 VI sent a' tonll of hori:|^ 
'tlfrough, EpVdpe 'and' the'* Btivolutioh' 'ittolf ' ohanged' its 
61imotj^ ' Intoxioatod^' by shobe'ss thB''fepnhlioanS' Had 
ohnllAn&d’to'e'^'exisfibg Httlei! 'of •Durope. ‘'‘^The' *Fpendh 
^p'atidn vtill ‘'trbkt ias 'enemies tl&'^^hb^m Who*, fefatokdlit 

*'I *. * ■ a 


rononnomg liborfy and oqnaiiiy, aro • osirons ot presomug 
't^ir prinoo or pri^dlogoa basics, or of onioring into com- * 
mnnication with them.’* Tlio challongo was atonoo accept- 
ed and England^ Holland, Ansiria, Pmssia, the Holy 
Boman Empiro were at war witli Franco and it was plain 
t^t in oruer to meet her enemies, who wore advanoing 
from every point of the compass, France wonld be required 
ip display an almost snperhnman powen 

An extraordinary tribunal to jndge, withont appeal, 
conspirators against the sKto was estalmsbod m Maroii, the 
‘‘Commiltoo of Pnbtio safety” was formed in April & when 
reorganised in July, wa«! in\'estcd with praoltoally supreme 
powers. The spirit of the new administration was well 
expres'-ed by Rohespierre, “rmnts beset ns without onr 
borders, tbo frionn<« of tyranny coiispiro within. In 
snob a crisis the pnnoiple of onr pohov most bo this : To 
goVern the people by Reason and tbo enemies of the 
people, by Terror. 'Terror is the only jnstioo moro prompt, 
more vigorous, more inexorable, and ' therefore Virtoo’s 
child.” By the “law of tho suspects” the Rovolntionary 
committees not only in Paris but throughout Fmnoe-woro 
anthorioed to imprison all members of noble families, all 
relatives of Emile’s, and all who by word or aot or writiug 
showed sympathy STithibo fallen monarchy or the Ancient/ 
Regime. The prisons were before long oaramed to over- 
flowing, and the congestion was relieved by tbo daily pro- 
cession to tbo PInoQ de la Revolution where amidst staring 
and hooting mobs, who congregated to tbo speotaolo every 
day, as to a feast, the gmlloHne was doing its ghastly worL 
‘•To bo safe,”, said Hebert, “yon most km everybody.” ^ A 
systomatie attempt was made to oarry out the prosoription, 
and on lOtb Jane a Law was passed designed to inoreaso 
the mnrdorons oiBcionoy of tbo RovolnUonary Tribunal 
by abolishing all formal proof of guilt. 

Thus things harried on to a crisis. Ho party and no 
individual Imew who nould bo tbo next victim and all 
determihod to slnko at' tbo uroli-turrorist. Bobospiorre, 
Couthon and St Ju^t wore arroNtod, and thongb the Com- 
mnno of Fans stood by thorn, the oonvontioa managed to 
a<'3crt itself, .and Ilpbcopiorru and bis comrades at last 
shared the &te of tbbuaands of dioir viotims. 



CHAPTfifiS VI and VIL , 

These two ohapfeis desoribe the trial/ release 
and Te-arrest of Ch&rles Damay. We should^ 
remember that Daraay is tried for being an emi-' 
^nt and is released when it is m>ved that he' 
kft France not. for the Bevolntion but as a protest^ 
against the Amoient Eegime and that he has long 
ago given up his title to the ^perty because^he 
did not like to be a party to ^e'bppression of the 
p^le. ^ '*• 

But Damay is re-arrested soon after he reaches 
his home and this time nobody knows why. It is 
simply given out that Charles Bvremonde has been 
denonum by the Citizen and Gitizeness De&ige 
and by anyother and also that the trial will take 
|di|ce the very next day. 


CHATER Vin and IX. 

I 

Bydney Carton comes to know of Lucie’s departure 
for France accompanied by her FalJier , and Miss 
Fross. He scents danger and comes to Paris and 
•*nrprises Mr. Lorn . He visits a wine shop ' and 
accidentally’ over-heais Barsad, the spywitness 
against Damay at the old Baily in England, speak- 
ing to another man in French. From their con- 
versation Carton gathers that Barsad is at present 
enmloyed as a turnkey at the prison of La Force 
and that Damay is rearrested soon after his release. 

Inter on Carton manages to surprise Barsad 
when the latter is speaking with Miss Pross (who 



This chapter is divided , into - two parts-one 
l^ating to the events in England, the changes that 
[are talcen place in the lives of the more important 
iharacters, another describing the histoficiu event 
|f the tail of the Bastille. . 


From the' first |)art we gather that Lucie is a 
notber now and that her children have 'aainstinc- 
ive delicacy of pity for Carton. Sofne hulf^ozen 
imek a year, at most, he claimed , bis piivilege of, 
idming in tminvited, and would sit ammig tht)m, 
brongli the evening, as he had once done o.tt^ 
le never comes there heated with whie”. He is the 
tame old Sydney Carton and no more ithmks of 
aner^ng firom his state of lion’s jackal,! than any 
jeal jackal may be supposed to think; of rising to 
h a lion. 


The second part of the chapter describes the fall ^ 
if the Bastille. Fact and fiction is mixed together 
tere. The event is historically true but the names 
if the chaiactors ore j^ictitious. 'The B^tille, 
VOS a fortress for the defence of Paris nnd was 
ilso used os a 'state prison. The building was pro- 
ected by towers, and was surrounded by a moat 
rhe following is the historical iiccount ot the event. 

f “The mob, which' tsoUeotod in the Gkivernert 
yourb in that fortress (the Bastille) and shouted for 
irms, was i^latedhy the raising 'of the outerdraw 
nidgei/and fi]^ upon by the weak g«irrisO[a ini the 
BfeUlle itshlf ' The sound of thiSiBring hroughtia 
luhiber of armed men from other parts ot the city; 
the outer drawbridge w^s out down; ana prepara- , 



( ) 

tious were b^ng made to force a waj into the 
fortress itself* when the garrison suirendered. 
The result of the firing upon the mob in the 
Govemoi's Court had been to kill eighty three 
persons and wound many others. The sight of the 
corpses and the cries of the wounded exeted the 
ax^er of the successful conquerors of the fortress., 
A panic arosei and three oHicers and four soldiers 
of the garrison were murdered. Then the 
disciplined of the conquerors started to take the, 
rest of the defenders of the Bastille to the HoteVde 
ViUoe, On the way the Governor and the Major 
of the fortress were murdered by the mob, and 
Mde Tlesselles the provost of the merchants of 
Paris, who wiis accused of encotiramng the Gover- 
nor to resi^, was also slain."- Morse St^ben's 
JBewhitionaiy JEurope. 

Alexander Manette has been kept confined in 
the Bastille in the cell no. 105,^ North Tower, 
Monseiur Defarge who is especially interested 
in the doctors case goes to the cell to find out , 
some clue to the events leading to his confine- 
ment. Dr. Manette, we must remember, has lost 
all memory so far as those events- are concerned. , 

The r^er should also note the part taken by 
Madame Befiuge in this memorable event. 


CHAPTER XXn 

This chapter describes the murder of Foulon. 
This event too is historical, but as has already, been 
pointed out, the characters, excepting Foulon, are 
mot historioaL 
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Fouloti, ori^ally a Commissamt dork, was 
from tho hepnnmg of his career, impopnlar with th6 
propie. \\'hcii he entered th* Parliament hi* was 
'nicknamed “amftftrmrw” Familiar-demon. Oirivle 
characterises him os "a man grown . grey in trea- 
oher}% in griping, Jprojecting. intriguing and iniqu- 
ity** By and by he bcoimo the controller genewl o’ 
finances and was particularly inconsiderate of po- 
pular suffering. One of his finance-schemes was 
objected to by the representatives who asked “what 
will the people do?” Foulon, in the fire of discus- 
don answei^ “the people may oat gniss.” When 
tho devolution broke out Foulon was given out to 
be dead and a sham fimeral took place, but later 
on tho trick was found out and Foulon and hii son- 
in-law, Borthier, were murdered by the angry 
populace on 21st July 1789. , 


CTAPTER XXIV. 

This chapter marks a taming point in* the story. 
As the title indicates we will nnd all the impor- 
f&nt characters brought toge^er in'France when 
the Revolution has reached its climax. 

When the Bevdntion broke out in France, the 
members of the Finnoh aristocracy began to leave 
France and went either to Germany or to England. 
“From the early days of the devolution a steady 
streamer of French nobles had wnred over the 
German frontier. The conduct of these men were 
despicable. By sticking to their posts they might 
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done something to sjte' thd tide of -Eeroln- 
'ti'on,.or by feankly acoe^itiag tbeneir situation they - 
might have guided a movement which they coiild 
not control. Instead of this, they fled shrieking 
into Geimany to implore the help of f6reigl\ers,to 
arrest the progress/of the Kevolution.,, Tneir con- 
duct at this crisis must be held largely responsible . 
for the outbreak ,of the war. for, the exce^es of the' 
reign of ;terror„and for the murder of the" King " , 

' ^ Tellson’s ' Bank has a branch in Paris with a 
big business with'thd French' ai-istdciicy.’ In this’ 
chapter we find Mr.’ < Lorry spehking of ']^noh 
afiairs to Pamay, of ooarse'nnconscious 'of the fact 
that Darnhy hiifiSolfis a French noble Mr.> 
L6rry incidentally diows Darhhy’’ a letter from ’’ 
France addressed to "Mon^eur • here^to'-fore the 
Marquis St. Evremonde.” Damay takes the letter 
undertaking to deliverit^'ihe person addressed. 
The letter is from Glabelle, a frithful servant of the 
frmily who has* been* -seized* % the' re-rolutionist 
for aotin^On behalf of an^emigrant. 

• '5 *1 * y ' '• w ; , ^ 

i. Damay makes-up hiS)mind to go,to France smd-^ 
selease GabeUe b;^taking. the responsibility on bis^'. 
own shoulders. He thinksthat he will come to no" ' 
to^ery'thatrhc VTilbpe^ablp tq.qouvince the people 
that tie has givbn up ..his {title' to'^perty, that, he , 
has^waysilram against; thjs appression they thave 
bedh>subjeot^' to. 


9 » 



CHAPTEE m. 

Mj JiaiVis lioriy makes separate arrangeinenf s 
for Lucie’s stay in Paris: for,' ho thinks,, he has no 
right to imperil TeBsou’s by sheltering the, wife of 
an emigraiit prisoner under thb Bank roof. Ills 
own possesrions, safety, life, ho .will hazard for 
liOflie and her child, without a moment’s murmur, 
but the great trust he holds is not his own, and as 
to the busing charge, he is ^ strict mau of 
bosiuess. 

Dr. Manette, who became very populer with 
the mob as soon as ho iniroduced him.«olf as a 
BastiUe prisoner, has gone to the prison^of La Force 
where Damay is kept confined m a .solitory cril 
There he manages to save the life of Damay fmm 
the hands of the murderers exerting his iniuence 
and sends a note to Mr. Loiry-tUe bearer being 
Defaige himself. Deferge goes to kfr. Lorry not 
alone but mth Madame Defiwge. Madame Defor^^e 
pretends to have gone to see Lucie and her child so 
that she may save them, if neoessaiy fi'oin Luo 
attacks of the mob. But, as we shall see later ou * 
her real motive is quite different * 


Thfe chapter shows the spirit of revenge that 
has animatea Madame Defarge;— 

ti ^ mother,” cried Lucie, most earn- 

estly, ‘I implore you to have pity on me and uod 

against my 

umocont husband, but to use it in his behalf, o 
^t^-woiuM, think of me. As wife and mothor. ' 
Beta coldly as ever, at tho- 

to her iriend Tii« 
Vengeance, ‘The wives and mothei-s \vch,uo 
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been used to see, since we were as little aj^ this 
child, and liiuoh less, have not' been greatly consi- 
dered? We have knovyn ihrit husbands and facers 
laid in prison and kept from them, t>ften enor^h* 
IA.11 our lives, we have seen onr siter-womeh suffer, 
m themselves* and in their children, poverty, naked- 
ness, hunger; thirst, pickness, misery,’ oppression,, ^ 
and neglect of all kmds^ ' 

**Wo have seen nothing else” returned -the 
Vengeance. 

^ m 

' “We have' borne this a long time,” said Madame 
Defrirge, .turning her eyes again upon Ia:icie, 
“Judge yom’selt. Is it likely that the trouble 6t one 
wife and mother would be much to us howr 


CHAPTER IV. 

This chapter simply describes how^Dr/Manetto 
has msinaged to save Dannuy from, the hands of < 
the nimtlerens who oanied ou tlie ^Septrmb^ 
Massacres by exei ting his own iiersphal ihflumw 
witb the mob and hov^-'he' has ^iiied jiopIblcuJfcy 
by his services towards thd wounded. 

But the doctor inspite of all his efforts has not 
bo< n able to release Daniay who is still inprisoued 
jtlicugh a giiarantee has been ^ven that he will 
.u<Jt be killed without a triak ’ 

t i 
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CITAPTKB V. 

Oncjvar and Ihreo monMis pass away and 
Barnay is still impTl<oiicd. Bnt tho dbctoc is 
still cimfidcnt of his uKinvitc I'cloasc. *'Notliing 
Kin liiippcn to him without my knowlcdgOf and. I 
know* that I can save him,”" 

Lucic cveiy' day near Ihc prison Trail and 
stands at a street c»rnor so that Damay may have 
a look at hejr if ho gets the chance. "In all wither, 
she Ivaitcd there two hours. As the clodc struck 
Iw'Ojvshe was tlicro, and at fourslic turned resigned- 
ly asmy When it was not too wet or inclement for 
her child to he with her. they went out together; 
at other time.s she was alone ; hut slio never missed 
a single day ” 

Tho hovel of a cutter of wood is the only house 
at that end; all else is w’alL X^ucio (bes not Ibiuk 
that there is anything to fear from tho cutter of 
wood. The rcacicr should note tho fact that in. 
visiting the some place crcrj'day at .some fixed time 
.Lucie is actually nimiing a grctit> lisk. By the "law 
of thisiwils" the Kevolutbn committcesare aulho- 
ru^ to imprison all members of noble families, all* 
r6uLti\*cs of cmigrauts, all w'ho by word or act or • 
writing show synit^tiiy with the fallen monarchy, 
or the Auebut Bcgimc. 

The cutter of wood, wo will see- later on, will 
act as a spy, thus Endangering the lives of Lucie 
and her child. 
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CHAPTERS VI and m 

The^ chapters desoTibe the trial, release 
and re-arrest of^*- Charles Damay. We should" 

. remember that Bomay is tried for being an emi- ‘ 
grant and is released vrhen it is provra that he 
left ^ance not for the Bevolution out as a protest 
against' the Ancient Hegime and that be has long 
ago^venuphis'Jitletothe property becansehel. 
did not like to be a party to the oppression of the'^ 
peo]^e. . ‘ ^ 

- JBnt Damay is re-arrest^ soon after he reabhes'f^ 
his home and this time nobody knows why. It iar ^ 
simply giveniont that Charles Erremonde has been 
denom(^ by the GtizijBn and Cltizeness' Defeu^ * 
and anyother and also that the trial will 'tak^ 
place the, very nest day. 


CHATEE Vni and IX. 

S ‘ I 

Sydney Carton comes to know of Lnde’s depart^' 
for Erance accompanied by her Father and Missi 
ProssC He scents dangw , and comes to Farit and 
surprises Mr. Lorry. He Tisits a ‘wine shofp ‘and ■ 
aocideiitally over-hears "Barsad, the spywitnesS 
against Damay at the old Baily in England, sptak-<^' 
ing to another mStn in French. ^ - From- their 'con- 
versation Carton gathers that Bnsad'isiat present' 
employed as a; tim||b^ey at the'^nson of'La Force' 
a tlrntDamoy^^eamested soon 
Later on'dai^n n^'ag^'lo surprise Barsad 
• • the latter is s|>ea]y^ig with Miss Fross (who 


CHAPTER lit *. 

j Mr Jarvis Lony Tinges separate arrangerafthts 
for Lucie’s stay in Paris: for, he thinks, he has no 
: right, to irapeiil Tellson’s by sheltering the wife of 
•fan emigrant prisoner tmder the Bank roof. H?s 
7 own possessions, .safety, life, he wiU hazard for 
j^jLncie and her child, without a moment’s murmur; 
'Sjbut the great trust, he hold< is not his own, and^as. 
to the business charge, he is a strict man'^f' 
bu^ess. 

i)r. Manette, who became very populor with 
we .mob as soon as heiniroduf^ him<folfasa < 
j S®tijHe'pi'isoner, has gone to the prison of La Force v 
" Damay is kept confined in a solitori' cell' 

“.There he manage to save the life of Dainay from 
the hands of the murderers by exerting his infltieuce 
^(l sends a note to Mir. jLorry~the bbarer being 
)DelaTge himself. Defaige goes to Mir. Lorry not 
■alone but with Madame Defarge. iMadame Defarge 
pretends to have gone to see Lucie and her child so * 
that she may save them, if neseasaiy from the. ' 
attacks of the mob. But, as we shall see later on, 

, her real motive is quite different. 

I This chapter shows tlie spirit of revenge that 
^has animated Madame Beferge- 

" As a wife and mother,” cried Lucie, most earn- 
estly, “I implore yon to have pity on mo a id uoc 
to exercise any power that you po'sscss, against my 
innocont husband, but to Use it iu bis belmlf. O 
rister-woman, tbii]& o^e^ AS yafe and mothuil” 
Madame Defarge Jpek^ coldly fe ^vui,. kt itie 
suppliant, and said, fl^rmug^tu Tim 

Vengeance, “The wiv^ m|>tlu‘i!v wi. lu\vj 



('68 ) 

^ Ttat he lias no'-fanh in thOfbld doctor^s infinjence 
Sydney Carton cannot help giying out “ I oW to., 
von”, says Jie to Mr” Lorry, “I .am shak^ by Dr. 
Manette’s not haying had the , power, to pf^ent, 
the arrest” And gives out that he is. taking a 
dangerous step. “In short, this is a desperate time, 
when desperate ,are played for de^eraCe' 

stakes, l^t 'the doctor play the winning gam^ I 
will play tJie losing one ” 

But Carton is not inconsiderate; he is conscious 
that he is taking an advantage of Barsad’s weak* 
ness, but he has consideration enough not to endan^ 
gcr Barsad if he can avoid it “It is all 'I could do,” 
says Carton, to^ propose too much would be to 
put this man’s head imder the axe. and, as he him- 
self said, nothing worse could happ^ to him if he 
were denounced* It was obvibusly the weakn^ 
of the position. There is n’o help for it.” 

But his first consideration is > Lucie and hCr 
happiness. Cartom can not bear«the. idea of Lucie 
being iu suffering. > . “Don’t tell ‘her nf,this inter- 
view, or this arrangement. It ,woul(l not .enable 
her to see him. She might think it was^conuved, 
in case of the worst, to convey tp him ' the mei^' 
of ^ticipating the sentence. Shb might thinlr'a 
thousand things,” he goes ,on; “and uny of thf^ 
would add to her trouble. Don’t speak df me‘t6 
her As I siad to you wheil I ‘first came I had 
better not see her. I can put my hand out to dd 
^ any little helpful work for her thkt Uiy hMidfind 
' to do, without her. You are going to her, I hbpel 
She must be very desolate to might". " V ' 
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' Sydney Carton seeins to li? tired of his liffi^his 
useless life-and when he has gof^ttogether every thing 
he requires for the success of £is plaii, when he has 

f at nothing to do but to wait for his o^jportunity, 
is reckless manner gives placo to a more serious 
mood -it is the settled manner of a tired man, 
who had wandered and struggled and got tost* but 
who at length struck into his road and saw its 
end. Long ago, when he h id been famous among 
‘his earliest competitors, as a youth of gi*eat promise, 
he had followed his father^to the grave His mother 
had died years before Thfise solemn wor Is, which 
had been read at his* iather^s grave, arose in his 
mind as be went down the dark streets, among the 
heavy shadows, wi^ the moon and the clouds sail- 
idg pn high above him. “I am the resurrection 
and the Itfe, saith the Lord: he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: and 
whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never 
die”. 

Wc should not foiget that Jerry Cruncher has 
also accompanied Mr.Lor 2 y to France. Cruncher 
used to cany on his “honest” trade of a body snat- 
hcer at night and this profession of his enabled him 
to find out that the funeral of Roger C}f was a 
sham one He helped CSarton in iiKlucing Barsad 
to help him by assei'ting that the cofiia contained, 
no dead body at (U1 

This assertion of his leads Mr. Lorry to aspect 
his profession, and he calls for on explanation 
from Cruncher. ^ Cruncher, of course, at lu-st tries 
to evade but is at last compelled toobnfi^and 
begs to be pardoned and Llr.' tjpvrj is lob much 
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4 ^ft-hearted not to grant it “It mf^v he" says lid, 

'^‘that I shall yet stand you a friehd, if you deserve 

it, and repent in action-not in words. I want no 

more words^ 

1 


CHAPTER X. 

The following is the purport of the document 
which is said to contain the denunciabon of 
Charles Evremonde by Alexander Manette:- 

In France there was an aristoci'atio family 
called Evremonde. French noble families of the 
period were nptbrious for their high handednessr 
recklessn^>^d debauchery. They enjoyed rights 
having ne^rorresponding duties and looked upon 
their^iSmiants as nothmg better than beasts of 
buntm. The Marquis of Evremonde and his j 
4jvrain brother were in mo way better than the 
avere^ noblemen of the period and like others 
they too oppressed their tenants. 

One of the. tenants of 'this noble family had 
two beautiM^ daughters and a young son. The 
elder the daughters was a very beautiful and 
attractive young girl of about twenty years of age 
and was mam^ to a young man another tenant of < 
the Evremondes. Soon after her marriage the bro- 
ther of the Marquis happened to take fancy towards , 
*her and manag^ to bring about the death of her 
hubahd and took her away. The brother of the 
girl, determined to avenge the wrong, sent away 
the other sister to a place of safety, and one night 
went with a sword in hand to the place where the 
sister was kept confined) and attacked the brother 



o£ tliQ Ajbrq'iis. But in tbe that ensued the 
hoy fell mortally wounded-the poor sister goipg; 
nud at the sight. / 

The tn-o brothers (the Marquis and his brother 
nonr fetched Dr. Alexandre Pianette, a young 
surgeon of great repute. He was first taken to 
the mad girl but bo was at a loss as to what to do 
with her lie was then taken to the brother^ a 
yountf l.id of seventeen, who was lying woUnd^. 
This youttiiman made a clean breast of everything 
to the doctor; how they were oppressed, how they 
wer«‘ being starved, how }onug girls in a peasant 
family were a curse to them, TIw young* boy 
before*hisdeatli, pindicted that tlmso Avrongs would 
some day Iw arenged “Maixiuis,” said the Ixy, "in 
the day.s when all these things are to be answered 
for 1 summon you and yours, to the last of your 
bad race, to answer for them”. The girl also died 
soon after her brother’s death. Dr. manette Avas 
so moA'ed by this that he hated to accept anything 
from the Marquis. 

1 he A’ciy next day a lady came to see the 
doctor She Avas -tlie wife of the Mar<mis of Evero 
mondc, '(hosudaud desired to help the suiuhing 
girl of the peasant family. She came to the doctor 
for information as to tbe whereabouts of the girl. 
But the doctor, too, was totally ignorant as to the 
identit}' of the family. The lady bad a little boy 
lyrith her whom she addressed os Charles "For 
his sake, doctor,” she said, “I would do all I caa 
to make what poor amends I can. He will never 
foster in his inheritance otherwise. 1 haA'e a pie^ 
sentiment that if no other innocent atonement is 
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made for ttois, it ■will one day ho j^qnircd of him. 
■V\^Bat I have left to call my own-itis little beyond 
the yrorth. of a few jowelsr-I will moke it the first 
'chaVge of his life to bestow, with compassion and 
lamenting of his dead mother, on their injnred 
family, if the sister could be discovered ” 

[ N. B. It was a prophetic statement — the’ 
little b ^y grep up to be Charles Darnay, anil the 
surviving- peasant girl, brooding under the sense of 
ivrong, grew up to be the terrible hladame De* 

The doctor was so moved that he wrote priva- 
tely tb the minister, stating the nature of the two 
cases to which he had been summoned to attend. 
A few days later, on the night of 31st December 
,/i767, Dclarge, the doctoi'^s boy-sciwant, brought in 
a man dres‘'ed in black "An urgent case in the Rue 
Sr Honor,” the man said to the doctor, "It wdll not 
detain you, I have a coach in waiting.” When the 
doctor enteied the carriage, be was gagged and 
•then taken to the Bastille where'he waa kept con- 
fined.(It was meau^of letter de Catchet that the 

king could keep anybody confined for any length of 
time without a trim). 

Dr. htanette bad married an Eugii^ lady and 
had a daughter named Lucie (the heioine of the 
novel), mere bal^ at the time. After the doctor’s 
,di^ppeRrance,'his wife having never dackened her 
jiiiicivailiug scaich for hei* hmband died bipken 
hearted when Lucie was on^ two year’s old. But 
^he' bad ‘determined to spare the poor child the 
inhentahee of any patt-bf the agony &he had kndwn 
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The document concluded with the sentence 
*' And them nnd their descendants, to the of 
their Tsico, If Alexandre Manette, unhappy prisoner, 
do this last night of the year 1767, in my nbj^rr 
able Agony, denonneo to the times when all things 
shall Im A^weredfor, £ denonnee them to Heavw 
Knd id earth.” 1. 

• .. jrfio reatling of the doOument causes great 
ekciteiUcnt among the crowd and. inspite of the 
dfCtdr, pnmay was condemneil to “ D&ith with- 
in fourand-twenty hours P 

CHAPTER XIT. 


This fhapliT throws mnch* light on (he soni-i- 
vhat mysterious conduct ot Madame Defitr^the 
(»use of 'the deadly ndliirc of her wmtlr and 
passionate zctd to have Darnay executed. It also 
shows Uiat M. Dofarge is^not so cruel at heart as / 
his Wife and on the contxary, has always tried to ^ 
oounteraot the influence of his wife who will be 
sattshed with nothing short of oxtermiuatioa of 
the Erremondo family. 

The cause of her indignation can bo best put 
id her own wonts which she once addressed to her 
husband “ Defaige^ I was brought up among the 
fishennon of Lhoaoa-sh 9 rc, and that p^saut f imily 
so injured by the Erremondo l^thms, as the 
BasUllo pujer dcscrilies, is my family. Defai*ge, 
that sister of the mortally woiiuded boy upon the 
gtxnctd was my bister^ that husband was my 
fmsbiuid. that hi;oUier was, my brother, those dead 
are. my dead. *an»l I bat suinmcins to answer for 
those things d' s»Joud to mo.” 





